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TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE

Chap. ...Sec.

1. Commodity Exchanges ...1

2. Cotton Standards ...51

3. Grain Standards ...71

4. Nava Stores ...91

5. Importation of Adulterated Seeds [Repealed] ...111

6. Insecticides and Environmental Pesticide Control ...121

6A. Nationa Laboratory Accreditation ...138

7. Insect Pests Generally [Repealed, Omitted, or Transferred] ...141
7A. Golden Nematode [Repealed] ...150

7B. Plant Pests [Repealed] ...150aa

8. Nursery Stock and Other Plants and Plant Products [Repealed, Omitted, or Transferred] ...151
8A. Rubber and Other Critical Agricultural Materials ...171

9. Packersand Stockyards ...181

10. Warehouses ...241

11. Honeybees ...281

12. Associations of Agricultural Products Producers ...291

13. Agricultural and Mechanical Colleges ...301

14. Agricultural Experiment Stations ...361

15. Bureau of Animal Industry ...391

16. Bureau of Dairy Industry ...401

17. Miscellaneous Matters ...411

18. Cooperative Marketing ...451

19. Cotton Statistics and Estimates ...471

20. Dumping or Destruction of Interstate Produce ...491

20A. Perishable Agricultural Commodities ...499a

21. Tobacco Statistics ...501

21A. Tobacco Inspection ...511

21B. Tobacco Control [Repealed] ...515

21C. Tobacco Reform ...518

22. Agricultural Marketing [Omitted or Transferred] ...521

23. Foreign Agricultural Service [Repeded] ...541

24. Perishable Agricultural Commodities [ Transferred to Chapter 20A] ...551
25. Export Standards for Apples ...581

25A. Export Standards for Grapes and Plums ...591

26. Agricultural Adjustment ...601

26A. Agricultural Marketing Agreements ...671

27. Cotton Marketing [Repealed or Omitted] ...701

28. Tobacco Industry [Repealed] ...751

29. Potato Act of 1935 [Repealed] ...801

30. Anti-Hog-Cholera Serum and Hog-Cholera Virus ...851

31. Rural Electrification and Telephone Service ...901

31A. Telemedicine and Distance Learning Servicesin Rural Areas ...950aaa
32. Peanut Statistics ...951

33. Farm Tenancy ...1000

34. Sugar Production and Control [Omitted or Repealed] ...1100
35. Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 ...1281

35A. Price Support of Agricultural Commodities ...1421

36. Crop Insurance ...1501

37. Seeds ...1551

38. Distribution and Marketing of Agricultural Products ...1621
39. Stabilization of International Wheat Market ...1641

40. Halogeton Glomeratus Control [Repealed] ...1651

41. Food for Peace ...1691

42. Agricultural Commodity Set-Aside ...1741

43. Foreign Market Development ...1761

44. Wool Program [Repealed] ...1781

45. Soil Bank Program ...1801

46. Surplus Disposal of Agricultural Commodities ...1851

47. Interchange of Department of Agriculture and State Employees [Repealed] ...1881
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48. Humane Methods of Livestock Slaughter ...1901

49. Consultation on Agricultural Programs ...1911

50. Agricultural Credit ...1921

51. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program ...2011

52. Farm Labor Contractor Registration [Repealed] ...2041

53. Cotton Research and Promotion ...2101

54. Transportation, Sale, and Handling of Certain Animals ...2131

55. Department of Agriculture ...2201

55A. Department of Agriculture Advisory Committees ...2281

56. Unfair Trade Practices Affecting Producers of Agricultural Products ...2301
57. Plant Variety Protection ...2321

58. Potato Research and Promotion ...2611

59. Rural Fire Protection, Development, and Small Farm Research and Education ...2651
60. Egg Research and Consumer Information ...2701

61. Noxious Weeds ...2801

62. Beef Research and Information ...2901

63. Farmer-to-Consumer Direct Marketing ...3001

64. Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching ...3101

65. Wheat and Wheat Foods Research and Nutrition Education ...3401
66. Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure ...3501

67. Implementation of International Sugar Agreement, 1977 ...3601
68. Agricultural Subterminal Facilities ...3701

69. Swine Health Protection ...3801

70. Animal Cancer Research ...3901

71. Agricultural Trade Suspension Adjustment ...4001

72. National Agricultural Cost of Production Standards Review Board [Omitted] ...4101
73. Farmland Protection Policy ...4201

74. Floral Research and Consumer Information ...4301

75. International Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs ...4401

76. Dairy Research and Promotion ...4501

77. Honey Research, Promotion, and Consumer Information ...4601
78. Agricultural Productivity Research [Repealed] ...4701

79. Pork Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information ...4801

80. Watermelon Research and Promotion ...4901

81. National Commission on Agriculture and Rural Development Policy [Omitted] ...5001
82. State Agricultural Loan Mediation Programs ...5101

83. Agricultural Competitiveness and Trade ...5201

84. National Nutrition Monitoring and Related Research ...5301

85. Administration of Environmental Programs ...5401

86. Water Quality Research, Education, and Coordination ...5501

87. Export Promotion ...5601

88. Research ...5801

89. Pecan Promotion and Research ...6001

90. Mushroom Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information ...6101
91. Lime Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information ...6201
92. Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information ...6301
93. Processor-Funded Milk Promotion Program ...6401

94. Organic Certification ...6501

95. Rural Revitalization Through Forestry ...6601

96. Globa Climate Change ...6701

97. Fresh Cut Flowers and Fresh Cut Greens Promotion and Information ...6801
98. Department of Agriculture Reorganization ...6901

99. Sheep Promotion, Research, and Information ...7101

100. Agricultural Market Transition ...7201

101. Agricultural Promotion ...7401

102. Emergency Food Assistance ...7501

103. Agricultural Research, Extension, and Education Reform ...7601
104. Plant Protection ...7701

105. Hass Avocado Promotion, Research, and Information ...7801
106. Commodity Programs ...7901

107. Renewable Energy Research and Development ...8101

108. Tree Assistance Program ...8201
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109. Animal Health Protection ...8301

110. Enhancing Controls on Dangerous Biological Agents and Toxins ...8401
111. Brown Tree Snake Control and Eradication ...8501

112. Biomass Research and Development [Repealed] ...8601

113. Agricultura Commodity Support Programs ...8701
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CHAPTER 31A—TELEMEDICINE AND DISTANCE LEARNING SERVICES IN

RURAL AREAS
Sec.

950aaa. Purpose.

950aaa—1. Definitions.

950aaa—2. Telemedicine and distance learning servicesin rural areas.
950aaa—3. Administration.

950aaa—4. Regulations.

950aaa-5. Authorization of appropriations.

Termination of Chapter
For termination of chapter by section 1(b) of Pub. L. 102-551, see note set out under section 950aaa of thistitle.

§ 950aaa. Purpose

The purpose of thischapter isto encourage and improve tel emedi cine services and distancelearning
services in rura areas through the use of telecommunications, computer networks, and related
advanced technologies by students, teachers, medical professionals, and rural residents.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title X X111, § 2331, as added Pub. L. 104-127, title V11, § 704, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1108.)

Termination of Section
For termination of section by section 1(b) of Pub. L. 102-551, see Termination of Chapter note set out below.

Prior Provisions

A prior section 950aaa, Pub. L. 101-624, title XXII1, §2331, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4017, provided purposes of
chapter, prior to the general amendment of this chapter by Pub. L. 104-127.

Termination of Chapter

Pub. L. 102-551, § 1(b), Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4100, as amended by Pub. L. 107-171, title VI, § 6203(b), May 13,
2002, 116 Stat. 421; Pub. L. 110-234, title VI, § 6201(c), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1206, and Pub. L. 110-246, § 4(a),
title VI, § 6201(c), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1967, provided that: “Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
chapter 1 of subtitle D of title XX1I1 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 950aaa
et seq.), including the amendments made by this section [enacting section 950aaa—5 of thistitle and amending section
950aaa—4 of thistitle], shall be effective until September 30, 2012.”

8 950aaa-1. Definitions

In this chapter:
(1) Construct

Theterm “construct” means to construct, acquire, install, improve, or extend afacility or system.
(2) Cost of money loan

Theterm “cost of money loan” means aloan made under this chapter bearing interest at a rate equal to
the then current cost to the Federal Government of loans of similar maturity.

(3) Secretary
Theterm “ Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title X X111, § 2332, as added Pub. L. 104-127, title V11, § 704, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1108.)
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Termination of Section

For termination of section by section 1(b) of Pub. L. 102-551, see Termination of Chapter note set out under section
950aaa of thistitle.

Prior Provisions

A prior section 950aaa—1, Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, § 2332, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4017; Pub. L. 102-237,
title V11, § 702(g), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1880, provided goal of Federal Government to make affordable advanced
telecommunications available to rural residents, prior to the general amendment of this chapter by Pub. L. 104-127.

8§ 950aaa—2. Telemedicine and distance learning services in rural areas
(@) Servicestorural areas
The Secretary may providefinancial assistancefor the purpose of financing the construction of facilities
and systems to provide telemedicine services and distance learning servicesin rural areas.
(b) Financial assistance
(1) Ingeneral

Financial assistance shall consist of grants or cost of money loans, or both.
(2) Form
The Secretary shall determine the portion of the financial assistance provided to a recipient that
consistsof grantsand the portion that consists of cost of money loans so asto result inthe maximum
feasible repayment to the Federal Government of the financial assistance, based on the ability to
repay of the recipient and full utilization of funds made available to carry out this chapter.
(c) Recipients
(1) Ingeneral
The Secretary may provide financial assistance under this chapter to—
(A) entities using telemedicine services or distance learning services,
(B) entities providing or proposing to provide telemedicine service or distance learning
service to other persons at rates cal cul ated to ensure that the benefit of the financial assistance
is passed through to the other persons, !
(C) libraries.
(2) Electric or telecommunications borrowers
(A) Loansto borrowers

Subject to subparagraph (B), the Secretary may provide acost of money loan under thischapter
to aborrower of an electric or telecommunications loan under the Rural Electrification Act of
1936 (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.). A borrower receiving a cost of money loan under this paragraph
shall—
(i) make the funds provided available to entities that qualify under paragraph (1) for
projects satisfying the requirements of this chapter;
(ii) usethefunds provided to acquire, install, improve, or extend a system referred to in
subsection (a) of this section; or
(iii) use the funds provided to install, improve, or extend a facility referred to in
subsection (a) of this section.
(B) Limitations

A borrower of an electric or telecommunications loan under the Rural Electrification Act of
1936 [7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.] shall—
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(i) make a system or facility funded under subparagraph (A) available to entities that
qualify under paragraph (1); and

(ii) neither retain from the proceeds of a loan provided under subparagraph (A), nor
assess a qualifying entity under paragraph (1), any amount except as may be required to
pay the actual costs incurred in administering the loan or making the system or facility
available.

(3) Appeal

If the Secretary rejects the application of a borrower who appliesfor a cost of money loan or grant
under this section, the borrower may appeal the decision to the Secretary not later than 10 days
after the borrower is naotified of the rejection.

(4) Assistanceto provideor improve services
Financial assistance may be provided under this chapter for a facility regardless of the location

of the facility if the Secretary determines that the assistance is necessary to provide or improve
telemedicine services or distance learning servicesin arural area.

(d) Priority

The Secretary shall establish procedures to prioritize financia assistance under this chapter
considering—

(1) the need for the assistance in the affected rural area;

(2) thefinancial need of the applicant;

(3) the population sparsity of the affected rura area;

(4) theloca involvement in the project serving the affected rural area;

(5) geographic diversity among the recipients of financial assistance;

(6) theutilization of thetelecommunicationsfacilitiesof any telecommunications provider serving
the affected rural ares;

(7) theportion of total project financing provided by the applicant from the funds of the applicant;

(8) the portion of project financing provided by the applicant with funds obtained from
non-Federal sources;

(9) thejoint utilization of facilities financed by other financial assistance;
(10) the coordination of the proposed project with regional projects or networks;

(11) servicetothegreatest practical number of personswithinthe general geographic areacovered
by the financial assistance;

(12) conformity with the State strategic plan as prepared under section 2009c of thistitle; and
(13) other factors determined appropriate by the Secretary.

(e) Maximum amount of assistance to individual recipients

The Secretary may establish the maximum amount of financial assistance to be made available to an
individual recipient for each fiscal year under thischapter, by publishing notice of the maximum amount
in the Federal Register not more than 45 days after funds are made available for the fiscal year to carry

out this chapter.
(f) Useof funds

Financial assistance provided under this chapter shall be used for—
(1) the development and acquisition of instructional programming;

(2) the development and acquisition, through lease or purchase, of computer hardware and
software, audio and visual equipment, computer network components, telecommunications
terminal equipment, telecommunications transmission facilities, data terminal equipment, or
interactive video equipment, or other facilitiesthat would further telemedicine services or distance
learning services,
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(3) providing technical assistance and instruction for the devel opment or use of the programming,
equipment, or facilities referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2); or
(4) other usesthat are consistent with this chapter, as determined by the Secretary.

(g) Salariesand expenses

Notwithstanding subsection (f) of this section, financial assistance provided under this chapter shall
not be used for paying salaries or administrative expenses.

(h) Expediting coordinated telephone loans
() Ingeneral
The Secretary may establish and carry out procedures to ensure that expedited consideration and
determination is given to applicationsfor loans and advances of funds submitted by local exchange
carriers under this chapter and the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.) to

enable the exchange carriers to provide advanced telecommunications services in rural areas in
conjunction with any other projects carried out under this chapter.

(2) Deadlineimposed on Secretary
Not later than 45 days after the receipt of a completed application for an expedited telephone
loan under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall notify the applicant in writing of the decision of the
Secretary regarding the application.

(i) Notification of local exchange carrier
(1) Applicants
Each applicant for a grant for a telemedicine or distance learning project established under this

chapter shall notify the appropriate local telephone exchange carrier regarding the application filed
with the Secretary for the grant.

(2) Secretary
The Secretary shall—

(A) publish notice of applications received for grants under this chapter for telemedicine or
distance learning projects; and

(B) make the applications available for inspection.

Footnotes
1 Soin original. Probably should be followed by “and”.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XX 111, § 2333, as added Pub. L. 104-127, title V11, § 704, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1109; amended Pub. L. 110-234, title VI, § 6201(a), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1205; Pub. L. 110-246, §
4(a), title V1, § 6201(a), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1967.)

Termination of Section

For termination of section by section 1(b) of Pub. L. 102-551, see Termination of Chapter note set out under section
9508aa of thistitle.

References in Text

The Rural Electrification Act of 1936, referred to in subsecs. (¢)(2) and (h)(1), isact May 20, 1936, ch. 432, 49 Stat.
1363, as amended, which is classified generally to chapter 31 (§ 901 et seq.) of thistitle. For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see section 901 of thistitle and Tables.

Codification

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 madeidentical anendmentsto this section. Theamendmentsby Pub. L. 110-234
were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 110-246.
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Prior Provisions

A prior section 950asa—2, Pub. L. 101-624, title XXI11, §2333, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4017; Pub. L. 103-354,
title I1, 8 235(b)(4)(A), (C), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3221, 3222, provided definitions for chapter, prior to the general
amendment of this chapter by Pub. L. 104-127.

Amendments
2008—Subsec. (¢)(1)(C). Pub. L. 110-246, § 6201(a), added subpar. (C).

Effective Date of 2008 Amendment

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the date of
enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110-246, set out as an Effective Date note under section 8701
of thistitle.

§ 950aaa—3. Administration
(8 Nonduplication
The Secretary shall ensure that facilities constructed using financial assistance provided under this
chapter do not duplicate adequate established telemedicine services or distance learning services.
(b) Loan maturity
The maturities of cost of money loans shall be determined by the Secretary, based on the useful life of
the facility being financed, except that the loan shall not be for a period of more than 10 years.
(c) Loan security and feasibility
The Secretary shall make a cost of money loan only if the Secretary determines that the security for the
loan is reasonably adequate and that the loan will be repaid within the period of the loan.
(d) Encouraging consortia
The Secretary shall encourage the devel opment of consortiato providetel emedicine servicesor distance
learning services through telecommunicationsin rural areas served by atelecommunications provider.
(e) Coordination with other agencies
The Secretary shall coordinate, to the extent practicable, with other Federal and State agencies with
similar grant or loan programs to pool resources for funding meritorious proposalsin rural areas.
(f) Informational efforts

The Secretary shall establish and implement procedures to carry out informational efforts to advise
potential end users located in rural areas of each State about the program authorized by this chapter.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title X X111, § 2334, as added Pub. L. 104-127, title V11, § 704, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1111)

Termination of Section

For termination of section by section 1(b) of Pub. L. 102-551, see Termination of Chapter note set out under section
9508aa of thistitle.

Prior Provisions

A prior section 950aaa—3, Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, § 2334, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4019; Pub. L. 103-354,
title 11, 8 235(b)(4)(B), (C), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3221, 3222, contained provisions relevant to telecommunications
programs, prior to the general amendment of this chapter by Pub. L. 104-127.
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8§ 950aaa—4. Regulations

Not later than 180 days after April 4, 1996, the Secretary shall issue regulations to carry out this
chapter.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title X X111, § 2335, as added Pub. L. 104-127, title V11, § 704, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1112)

Termination of Section

For termination of section by section 1(b) of Pub. L. 102-551, see Termination of Chapter note set out under section
9508aa of thistitle.

Prior Provisions

A prior section 950aaa—4, Pub. L. 101-624, title X X111, § 2335, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4021; Pub. L. 102-551, §
1(c), Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4100; Pub. L. 103-354, title I1, § 235(b)(4)(C), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3222, related
to rural community access to advanced telecommunications, prior to the general amendment of this chapter by Pub.
L. 104-127.

Analysis by Office of Technology Assessment

Section 2385 of Pub. L. 101-624 provided that Office of Technology Assessment wasto include, in study of effects of
information age technology on rural America, analysis of feasibility of ensuring that rural citizensin their homes and
schools had ability to acquire, by computer, information in anational library, and specified contents of such analysis,
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 104-127, title V11, § 708, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1112.

§ 950aaa—5. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this chapter $100,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 1996 through 2012.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXI11, § 2335A, as added Pub. L. 104-127, title V11, § 704, Apr. 4, 1996, 110
Stat. 1112; amended Pub. L. 107-171, title VI, § 6203(a), May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 421; Pub. L. 110-234,
title VI, § 6201(b), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1206; Pub. L. 110-246, § 4(a), title VI, § 6201(b), June 18,
2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1967.)

Termination of Section

For termination of section by section 1(b) of Pub. L. 102-551, see Termination of Chapter note set out under section
950aaa of thistitle.

Codification

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 madeidentical amendmentsto this section. Theamendmentsby Pub. L. 110-234
were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 110-246.

Prior Provisions

A prior section 950aaa-5, Pub. L. 101624, title XXI11, § 2335A, as added Pub. L. 102-551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1992,
106 Stat. 4098; amended Pub. L. 103-354, title I1, § 235(b)(4)(C), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3222, related to special
health care and distance learning program for qualified service areas, prior to the general anendment of this chapter
by Pub. L. 104-127.

Amendments

2008—Pub. L. 110246, § 6201(b), substituted “2012” for “2007".

2002—Pub. L. 107-171 substituted “2007” for “2002".
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Effective Date of 2008 Amendment

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the date of
enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110-246, set out as an Effective Date note under section 8701

of thistitle.
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