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TITLE 16—CONSERVATION

Chap. ...Sec.

1. National Parks, Military Parks, Monuments, and Seashores ...1

1A. Historic Sites, Buildings, Objects, and Antiquities ...461

1B. Archaeological Resources Protection ...470aa

1C. Paleontological Resources Preservation ...470aaa

2. National Forests ...471

3. Forests; Forest Service; Reforestation; Management ...551

3A. Unemployment Relief Through Performance of Useful Public Work [Omitted or Repealed] ...584
3B. Soil Conservation ...590a

3C. Water Conservation ...590r

4. Protection of Timber, and Depredations ...591

5. Protection of Fur Seals and Other Fur-Bearing Animals ...631

5A. Protection and Conservation of Wildlife ...661

5B. Wildlife Restoration ...669

5C. Conservation Programs on Government Lands ...670a

6. Game and Bird Preserves; Protection ...671

7. Protection of Migratory Game and Insectivorous Birds ...701

8. Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge ...721

9. Fish and Wildlife Service ...741

9A. Preservation of Fishery Resources ...755

9B. National Fish Hatchery System Enhancement ...760aa

10. Northern Pacific Halibut Fishing ...761

10A. Sockeye or Pink Salmon Fishing [Repealed] ...776

10B. Fish Restoration and Management Projects ... 777

10C. Fish Research and Experimentation Program ...778

10D. State Commercia Fisheries Research and Development Projects [Repealed] ...779

11. Regulation of Landing, Curing, and Sale of Sponges Taken From Gulf of Mexico and Straits of Florida ...781
12. Federal Regulation and Development of Power ...791

12A. Tennessee Valley Authority ...831

12B. Bonneville Project ...832

12C. Fort Peck Project ...833

12D. ColumbiaBasin Project ...835

12E. Niagara Power Project ...836

12F. Pacific Northwest Consumer Power Preference; Reciprocal Priority in Other Regions ...837
12G. Pacific Northwest Federal Transmission System ...838

12H. Pacific Northwest Electric Power Planning and Conservation ...839

13. Regulation of Transportation in Interstate or Foreign Commerce of Black Bass and Other Fish [Repealed] ...851
14. Regulation of Whaling ...901

14A. Whale Conservation and Protection ...917

15. Predatory SeaLampreysin the Great Lakes [Omitted] ...921

15A. Great Lakes Fisheries ...931

15B. Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration ...941

15C. Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Tissue Bank ...943

16. Tuna Conventions ...951

16A. Atlantic Tunas Convention ...971

16B. Eastern Pacific TunaFishing ...972

16C. South Pacific TunaFishing ...973

17. Northwest Atlantic Fisheries [Repealed] ...981

18. Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention ...1001

18A. Cooperative Watershed Management Program ...1015

19. North Pecific Fisheries [Repealed or Transferred] ...1021

20. National Fisheries Center and Aquarium ...1051

21. Prohibition of Foreign Fishing Vesselsin the Territorial Waters of the United States [Repealed] ...1081
21A. Fisheries Zone Contiguousto Territorial Sea of the United States [Repealed] ...1091

21B. Prohibition of Certain Foreign Fishing Vesselsin United States Fisheries [Omitted] ...1100
21C. Offshore Shrimp Fisheries [Omitted] ...1100b

22. International Parks ...1101

23. Nationa Wilderness Preservation System ...1131

24. Conservation and Protection of North Pacific Fur Seals ...1151

25. Jellyfish or Sea Nettles, Other Such Pests, and Seaweed in Coastal Waters: Control or Elimination ...1201
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25A. Crown of Thorns Starfish ...1211

25B. Reefsfor Marine Life Conservation ...1220

26. Estuarine Areas ...1221

27. National Trails System ...1241

27A. National Recreationa TrailsFund ...1261

28. Wild and Scenic Rivers ...1271

29. Water Bank Program for Wetlands Preservation ...1301

30. Wild Horses and Burros: Protection, Management, and Control ...1331
31. Marine Mammal Protection ...1361

32. Marine Sanctuaries ...1431

32A. Regiona Marine Research Programs ...1447

33. Coastal Zone Management ...1451

34. Rural Environmental Conservation Program [Repealed] ...1501
35. Endangered Species ...1531

36. Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning ...1600
37. Youth Conservation Corps and Public Lands Corps ...1701
38. Fishery Conservation and Management ...1801

39. Mining Activity Within National Park System Areas ...1901
40. Soil and Water Resources Conservation ...2001

41. Cooperative Forestry Assistance ...2101

42. Emergency Conservation Program ...2201

43. Public Transportation Programs for National Park System Areas ...2301
44. Antarctic Conservation ...2401

44A. Antarctic Marine Living Resources Convention ...2431
44B. Antarctic Mineral Resources Protection ...2461

45. Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Program ...2501

46. Public Utility Regulatory Policies ...2601

47. Small Hydroelectric Power Projects ...2701

48. National Aquaculture Policy, Planning, and Development ...2801
49. Fish and Wildlife Conservation ...2901

50. Chesapeake Bay Research Coordination [Omitted] ...3001

51. AlaskaNational Interest Lands Conservation ...3101

52. Salmon and Steelhead Conservation and Enhancement ...3301
53. Control of Illegally Taken Fish and Wildlife ...3371

54. Resource Conservation ...3401

55. Coastal Barrier Resources ...3501

56. North Atlantic Salmon Fishing ...3601

56A. Pacific Salmon Fishing ...3631

57. Nationa Fish and Wildlife Foundation ...3701

57A. Partnershipsfor Wildlife ...3741

57B. Partnersfor Fish and Wildlife ...3771

58. Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation and Reserve Program ...3801
59. Wetlands Resources ...3901

59A. Wetlands ...3951

60. Fish and Seafood Promotion ...4001

61. Interjurisdictional Fisheries ...4101

62. African Elephant Conservation ...4201

62A. Asian Elephant Conservation ...4261

63. Federa Cave Resources Protection ...4301

64. North American Wetlands Conservation ...4401

65. International Forestry Cooperation ...4501

66. Take Pridein AmericaProgram ...4601

67. Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control ...4701

68. Pacific Yew Conservation and Management [Omitted or Repealed] ...4801
69. Wild Exotic Bird Conservation ...4901

70. North Pacific Anadromous Stocks Convention ...5001

71. Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management ...5101
71A. Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation ...5151

72. Recreational Hunting Safety ...5201

73. Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation ...5301

74. Nationa Maritime Heritage ...5401

75. High Seas Fishing Compliance ...5501
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Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Convention ...5601
Y ukon River Salmon ...5701

National Natural Resources Conservation Foundation ...5801

Nationa Park Service Management ...5901
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation ...6101

User Fees Under Forest System Recreation Residence Program ...6201
81A. National Forest Organizational Camp Fee Improvement ...6231

Great Ape Conservation ...6301

Coral Reef Conservation ...6401

Healthy Forest Restoration ...6501

Marine Turtle Conservation ...6601

Southwest Forest Health and Wildfire Prevention ...6701
Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement ...6801

Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention ...6901
Pacific Whiting ...7001

Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination
National Landscape Conservation System ...7201

Forest Landscape Restoration ...7301
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CHAPTER 14A—WHALE CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION
Sec.

917. Congressional findings.

917a. Study by Secretary of Commerce; report to Congress.
917h. Cooperation of other Federal agencies.

917c. Negotiationswith Mexico and Canada.

917d. Authorization of appropriations.

8917. Congressional findings

The Congress finds that—
(1) whales are a unigue resource of great aesthetic and scientific interest to mankind and are a vital
part of the marine ecosystem,;
(2) whales have been overexploited by man for many years, severely reducing several species and
endangering others;
(3) the United States has extended its authority and responsibility to conserve and protect al
marine mammals, including whales, out to a two hundred nautical mile limit by enactment of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act [16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.];

(4) the conservation and protection of certain species of whales, including the California gray,
bowhead, sperm, and killer whale, are of particular interest to citizens of the United States;

(5) increased ocean activity of all types may threaten the whale stocks found within the two
hundred-mile jurisdiction of the United States and added protection of such stocks may be necessary;

(6) there is inadequate knowledge of the ecology, habitat, requirements, and population levels and
dynamics of all whales found in waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United States; and

(7) further study of such mattersisrequiredin order for the United Statesto carry out itsresponsibilities
for the conservation and protection of marine mammals.

(Pub. L. 94-532, § 2, Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2491; Pub. L. 96-561, title 11, § 238(b), Dec. 22, 1980, 94
Stat. 3300; Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title |, § 101(a) [title 11, § 211(b)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009,
3009-41.)

References in Text

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, referred toin par. (3), isPub. L. 94-265, Apr. 13,
1976, 90 Stat. 331, as amended, which is classified principally to chapter 38 (8§ 1801 et seq.) of thistitle. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1801 of thistitle and Tables.
Amendments

1996—Par. (3). Pub. L. 104-208 substituted “Magnuson-Stevens Fishery” for “Magnuson Fishery”.

1980—~Par. (3). Pub. L. 96-561 substituted “Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act” for “Fishery
Conservation and Management Act of 1976".

Effective Date of 1996 Amendment

Section 101 (a) [title I, §211(b)] of div. A of Pub. L. 104—-208 provided that the amendment made by that section
is effective 15 days after Oct. 11, 1996.

Effective Date of 1980 Amendment

Section 238(b) of Pub. L. 96-561 provided that the amendment made by that section is effective 15 days after Dec.
22, 1980.
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Short Title

Section 1 of Pub. L. 94-532 provided: “ That this Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as the * Whale Conservation
and Protection Study Act’.”

§917a. Study by Secretary of Commerce; report to Congress

The Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with the Marine Mammal Commission and the
coastal States, shall undertake comprehensive studies of all whales found in waters subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States, including the fishery conservation zone as defined in section 1802

(8) 1 of thistitle. Such studies shall take into consideration all relevant factors regarding
(1) theconservation and protection of all such whales,
(2) thedistribution, migration patterns, and population dynamics of these mammals, and

(3) theeffectson al such whales of habitat destruction, disease, pesticides, and other chemicals,
disruption of migration patterns, and food shortages for the purpose of developing adequate
and effective measures, including appropriate laws and regulations, to conserve and protect
such mammals. The Secretary of Commerce shall report on such studies, together with such
recommendations as he deems appropriate, including suggested legislation, to the Congress no
later than January 1, 1980.

Footnotes

1 See Referencesin Text note below.

(Pub. L. 94-532, 8 3, Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2491.)

References in Text

Section 1802 (8) of thistitle, referred to in text, which defined “fishery conservation zone”, was repealed and section
1802 (6) of this title, defining “exclusive economic zone”, was added by Pub. L. 99-659, title I, § 101(a), Nov. 14,
1986, 100 Stat. 3706. Section 1802 was subsequently amended and the term “exclusive economic zone” is defined
elsewherein that section.

Study of Eastern Gray Whale Population

Pub. L. 106-562, title IV, § 401, Dec. 23, 2000, 114 Stat. 2807, provided that:

“(a) Study.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 2000] and subject to the
availability of appropriations, the Secretary of Commerce shall initiate a study of the environmental and biological
factors responsible for the significant increase in mortality events of the eastern gray whale population, and the other
potential impacts these factors may be having on the eastern gray whale population.

“(b) Consideration of Western Population Information.—The Secretary should ensure that, to the greatest extent
practicable, information from current and future studies of the western gray whale population is considered in the study
under this section, so asto better understand the dynamics of each population and to test different hypothesesthat may
lead to an increased understanding of the mechanism driving their respective population dynamics.

“(c) Authorization of Appropriations—In addition to other amounts authorized under this title [this note], there are
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry out this section—

“(1) $290,000 for fiscal year 2001; and
“(2) $500,000 for each of fiscal years 2002 through 2004.”
Substantially identical provisions were contained in Pub. L. 106-555, title |1, § 203, Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2768.
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8917b. Cooperation of other Federal agencies

All Federal agencies shall cooperate, to the fullest extent possible, with the Secretary of Commerce
in preparing the study and recommendations required by section 917a of thistitle.

(Pub. L. 94-532, 84, Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2492.)

§917c. Negotiations with Mexico and Canada

The Secretary of Commerce, through the Secretary of State, shall immediately initiate negotiations
for the purpose of developing appropriate bilateral agreements with Mexico and Canada for the
protection and conservation of whales.

(Pub. L. 94-532, 85, Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2492.)

§917d. Authorization of appropriations

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this chapter, there is hereby authorized to be
appropriated a sum not to exceed $1,000,000 for fiscal years 1978 and 1979.

(Pub. L. 94-532, §6, Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2492.)
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