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TITLE 16—CONSERVATION

Chap. ...Sec.

1. National Parks, Military Parks, Monuments, and Seashores ...1

1A. Historic Sites, Buildings, Objects, and Antiquities ...461

1B. Archaeological Resources Protection ...470aa

1C. Paleontological Resources Preservation ...470aaa

2. National Forests ...471

3. Forests; Forest Service; Reforestation; Management ...551

3A. Unemployment Relief Through Performance of Useful Public Work [Omitted or Repealed] ...584
3B. Soil Conservation ...590a

3C. Water Conservation ...590r

4. Protection of Timber, and Depredations ...591

5. Protection of Fur Seals and Other Fur-Bearing Animals ...631

5A. Protection and Conservation of Wildlife ...661

5B. Wildlife Restoration ...669

5C. Conservation Programs on Government Lands ...670a

6. Game and Bird Preserves; Protection ...671

7. Protection of Migratory Game and Insectivorous Birds ...701

8. Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge ...721

9. Fish and Wildlife Service ...741

9A. Preservation of Fishery Resources ...755

9B. National Fish Hatchery System Enhancement ...760aa

10. Northern Pacific Halibut Fishing ...761

10A. Sockeye or Pink Salmon Fishing [Repealed] ...776

10B. Fish Restoration and Management Projects ... 777

10C. Fish Research and Experimentation Program ...778

10D. State Commercia Fisheries Research and Development Projects [Repealed] ...779

11. Regulation of Landing, Curing, and Sale of Sponges Taken From Gulf of Mexico and Straits of Florida ...781
12. Federal Regulation and Development of Power ...791

12A. Tennessee Valley Authority ...831

12B. Bonneville Project ...832

12C. Fort Peck Project ...833

12D. ColumbiaBasin Project ...835

12E. Niagara Power Project ...836

12F. Pacific Northwest Consumer Power Preference; Reciprocal Priority in Other Regions ...837
12G. Pacific Northwest Federal Transmission System ...838

12H. Pacific Northwest Electric Power Planning and Conservation ...839

13. Regulation of Transportation in Interstate or Foreign Commerce of Black Bass and Other Fish [Repealed] ...851
14. Regulation of Whaling ...901

14A. Whale Conservation and Protection ...917

15. Predatory SeaLampreysin the Great Lakes [Omitted] ...921

15A. Great Lakes Fisheries ...931

15B. Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration ...941

15C. Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Tissue Bank ...943

16. Tuna Conventions ...951

16A. Atlantic Tunas Convention ...971

16B. Eastern Pacific TunaFishing ...972

16C. South Pacific TunaFishing ...973

17. Northwest Atlantic Fisheries [Repealed] ...981

18. Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention ...1001

18A. Cooperative Watershed Management Program ...1015

19. North Pecific Fisheries [Repealed or Transferred] ...1021

20. National Fisheries Center and Aquarium ...1051

21. Prohibition of Foreign Fishing Vesselsin the Territorial Waters of the United States [Repealed] ...1081
21A. Fisheries Zone Contiguousto Territorial Sea of the United States [Repealed] ...1091

21B. Prohibition of Certain Foreign Fishing Vesselsin United States Fisheries [Omitted] ...1100
21C. Offshore Shrimp Fisheries [Omitted] ...1100b

22. International Parks ...1101

23. Nationa Wilderness Preservation System ...1131

24. Conservation and Protection of North Pacific Fur Seals ...1151

25. Jellyfish or Sea Nettles, Other Such Pests, and Seaweed in Coastal Waters: Control or Elimination ...1201
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25A. Crown of Thorns Starfish ...1211

25B. Reefsfor Marine Life Conservation ...1220

26. Estuarine Areas ...1221

27. National Trails System ...1241

27A. National Recreationa TrailsFund ...1261

28. Wild and Scenic Rivers ...1271

29. Water Bank Program for Wetlands Preservation ...1301

30. Wild Horses and Burros: Protection, Management, and Control ...1331
31. Marine Mammal Protection ...1361

32. Marine Sanctuaries ...1431

32A. Regiona Marine Research Programs ...1447

33. Coastal Zone Management ...1451

34. Rural Environmental Conservation Program [Repealed] ...1501
35. Endangered Species ...1531

36. Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning ...1600
37. Youth Conservation Corps and Public Lands Corps ...1701
38. Fishery Conservation and Management ...1801

39. Mining Activity Within National Park System Areas ...1901
40. Soil and Water Resources Conservation ...2001

41. Cooperative Forestry Assistance ...2101

42. Emergency Conservation Program ...2201

43. Public Transportation Programs for National Park System Areas ...2301
44. Antarctic Conservation ...2401

44A. Antarctic Marine Living Resources Convention ...2431
44B. Antarctic Mineral Resources Protection ...2461

45. Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Program ...2501

46. Public Utility Regulatory Policies ...2601

47. Small Hydroelectric Power Projects ...2701

48. National Aquaculture Policy, Planning, and Development ...2801
49. Fish and Wildlife Conservation ...2901

50. Chesapeake Bay Research Coordination [Omitted] ...3001

51. AlaskaNational Interest Lands Conservation ...3101

52. Salmon and Steelhead Conservation and Enhancement ...3301
53. Control of Illegally Taken Fish and Wildlife ...3371

54. Resource Conservation ...3401

55. Coastal Barrier Resources ...3501

56. North Atlantic Salmon Fishing ...3601

56A. Pacific Salmon Fishing ...3631

57. Nationa Fish and Wildlife Foundation ...3701

57A. Partnershipsfor Wildlife ...3741

57B. Partnersfor Fish and Wildlife ...3771

58. Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation and Reserve Program ...3801
59. Wetlands Resources ...3901

59A. Wetlands ...3951

60. Fish and Seafood Promotion ...4001

61. Interjurisdictional Fisheries ...4101

62. African Elephant Conservation ...4201

62A. Asian Elephant Conservation ...4261

63. Federa Cave Resources Protection ...4301

64. North American Wetlands Conservation ...4401

65. International Forestry Cooperation ...4501

66. Take Pridein AmericaProgram ...4601

67. Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control ...4701

68. Pacific Yew Conservation and Management [Omitted or Repealed] ...4801
69. Wild Exotic Bird Conservation ...4901

70. North Pacific Anadromous Stocks Convention ...5001

71. Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management ...5101
71A. Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation ...5151

72. Recreational Hunting Safety ...5201
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74. Nationa Maritime Heritage ...5401
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§2401. Congressional findings and declaration of purpose

(a8 Findings
The Congress finds that—

(1) for well over aquarter of acentury, scientific investigation has been the principal activity of
the Federal Government and United States nationals in Antarctica;

(2) more recently, interest of American tourists in Antarctica has increased;

(3) as the lead civilian agency in Antarctica, the National Science Foundation has long had
responsibility for ensuring that United States scientific activities and tourism, and their supporting
logistics operations, are conducted with an eye to preserving the unique values of the Antarctic
region;

(4) the Antarctic Treaty and the Protocol establish a firm foundation for the conservation of
Antarctic resources, for the continuation of international cooperation and the freedom of scientific
investigation in Antarctica; and

(5) the Antarctic Treaty and the Protocol establish international mechanisms and create legal
obligations necessary for the maintenance of Antarctica as a natural reserve devoted to peace and
science.

(b) Purpose

The purpose of this chapter isto provide for the conservation and protection of the fauna and flora of
Antarctica, and of the ecosystem upon which such faunaand floradepend, consistent with the Antarctic
Treaty and the Protocol.

(Pub. L. 95541, §2, Oct. 28, 1978, 92 Stat. 2048; Pub. L. 104-227, title 1, § 101, Oct. 2, 1996, 110 Stat.

3034.)

Amendments

1996—Subsec. (a)(1) to (3). Pub. L. 104227, § 101(a)(1), added pars. (1) to (3). Former pars. (1) and (2) redesignated
(4) and (5), respectively.

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 104-227, § 101(a)(1), (2), redesignated par. (1) as (4) and substituted “the Protocol establish
a firm foundation for the conservation of Antarctic resources,” for “the Agreed Measures for the Conservation of
Antarctic Fauna and Flora, adopted at the Third Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting, have established a firm
foundation”.
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Subsec. (8)(5). Pub. L. 104227, §101(a)(1), (3), redesignated par. (2) as (5) and substituted “the Antarctic Treaty
and the Protocol establish international mechanisms and create legal obligations necessary for the maintenance of
Antarctica as a natural reserve devoted to peace and science.” for “the study of Antarctic fauna and flora, their
adaptation to their rigorous environment, and their interrelationships with that environment has specia scientific
importance for all mankind.”

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104-227, § 101(b), substituted “ Treaty and the Protocol” for “ Treaty, the Agreed Measuresfor the
Conservation of Antarctic Fauna and Flora, and Recommendation V11-3 of the Eighth Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Meeting”.

Short Title of 1996 Amendment

Section 1 of Pub. L. 104-227 provided that: “ This Act [enacting sections 2403a and 2413 of thistitle, amending this
section, sections 2402 to 2405, and 2463 of this title, and sections 1901 to 1903, 1905, 1907, and 1908 of Title 33,
Navigation and Navigable Waters, and repealing sections 2464 and 2466 of thistitle] may be cited as the ‘ Antarctic
Science, Tourism, and Conservation Act of 1996’ ."

Short Title

Section 1 of Pub. L. 95-541 provided: “ That this Act [enacting this chapter, amending section 1971 of Title 22, Foreign
Relations and Intercourse, and enacting a provision set out as a note under section 1971 of Title 22] may be cited as
the * Antarctic Conservation Act of 1978'."

8 2402. Definitions

For purposes of this chapter—
(1) theterm “Administrator” means the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency;
(2) theterm “Antarctica’ means the area south of 60 degrees south latitude;
(3) theterm “Antarctic Specially Protected Area’” means an areaidentified as such pursuant to Annex
V to the Protocol;
(4) theterm “Director” means the Director of the National Science Foundation;
(5) theterm “harmful interference” means—
(A) flying or landing helicopters or other aircraft in amanner that disturbs concentrations of birds
or sedls;
(B) using vehicles or vessels, including hovercraft and small boats, in a manner that disturbs
concentrations of birds or sedls;
(C) using explosives or firearms in amanner that disturbs concentrations of birds or seals;
(D) willfully disturbing breeding or molting birds or concentrations of birds or seals by persons
on foot;
(E) significantly damaging concentrations of native terrestrial plants by landing aircraft, driving
vehicles, or walking on them, or by other means; and
(F) any activity that results in the significant adverse modification of habitats of any species or
population of native mammal, native bird, native plant, or native invertebrate;
(6) the term “historic site or monument” means any site or monument listed as an historic site or
monument pursuant to Annex V to the Protocol;
(7) the term “impact” means impact on the Antarctic environment and dependent and associated
ecosystems,
(8) theterm“import” meansto land on, bring into, or introduce into, or attempt to land on, bring into or
introduce into, any place subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, including the 12-mileterritorial
sea of the United States, whether or not such act constitutes an importation within the meaning of the
customs laws of the United States;
(9) theterm “native bird” means any member, at any stage of its life cycle (including eggs), of any
species of the class Aves which isindigenous to Antarctica or occurs there seasonally through natural
migrations, and includes any part of such member;
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(10) theterm “native invertebrate” means any terrestrial or freshwater invertebrate, at any stage of its
life cycle, which isindigenous to Antarctica, and includes any part of such invertebrate;

(11) the term “native mammal” means any member, at any stage of its life cycle, of any species
of the class Mammalia, which is indigenous to Antarctica or occurs there seasonally through natural
migrations, and includes any part of such member;

(12) the term “native plant” means any terrestrial or freshwater vegetation, including bryophytes,
lichens, fungi, and algae, at any stage of its life cycle (including seeds and other propagules), which is
indigenous to Antarctica, and includes any part of such vegetation;

(13) the term “non-native species’ means any species of animal or plant which is not indigenous to
Antarctica and does not occur there seasonally through natural migrations;

(14) theterm “person” has the meaning given that term in section 1 of title 1 and includes any person
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States and any department, agency, or other instrumentality of
the Federal Government or of any State or local government;

(15) the term “prohibited product” means any substance banned from introduction onto land or ice
shelves or into water in Antarctica pursuant to Annex 111 to the Protocaol;

(16) the term “prohibited waste” means any substance which must be removed from Antarctica
pursuant to Annex |11 to the Protocol, but does not include materialsused for balloon envel opesrequired
for scientific research and weather forecasting;

(17) the term “Protocol” means the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty,
signed October 4, 1991, in Madrid, and al annexes thereto, including any future amendments thereto
to which the United Statesis a party;

(18) theterm “Secretary” means the Secretary of Commerce;

(19) the term “Specialy Protected Species’ means any native species designated as a Specially
Protected Species pursuant to Annex |1 to the Protocol;

(20) the term “take” means to kill, injure, capture, handle, or molest a native mammal or bird, or to
remove or damage such quantities of native plants that their local distribution or abundance would be
significantly affected;

(21) theterm “Treaty” meansthe Antarctic Treaty signed in Washington, DC, on December 1, 1959;
(22) the term “United States’ means the several States of the Union, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and any other commonwealth, territory, or possession of the United States;
and

(23) theterm “vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the United States” includes any “vessel of the United
States” and any “vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the United States’ as those terms are defined in
section 2432 of thistitle.

(Pub. L. 95-541, § 3, Oct. 28, 1978, 92 Stat. 2048; Pub. L. 104-227, title |, § 102, Oct. 2, 1996, 110 Stat.
3035.)

Amendments

1996—Pub. L. 104-227 reenacted section catchline without change and amended text generally. Prior to amendment,
text defined “Agreed Measures’, “Antarctica’, “collect”, “Director”, “foreign person”’, “native bird”, “native
mammal”, “native plant”, “pollutant”, “site of special scientific interest”, “specially protected area’, “specially
protected species’, “take”, “Treaty”, “United States’, and “United States citizen”.

Territorial Sea of United States

For extension of territorial sea of United States, see Proc. No. 5928, set out as a note under section 1331 of Title 43,
Public Lands.
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§2403. Prohibited acts

(@ Ingeneral

It isunlawful for any person—
(1) tointroduce any prohibited product onto land or ice shelves or into water in Antarctica;
(2) to dispose of any waste onto ice-free land areas or into fresh water systemsin Antarctica;
(3) todispose of any prohibited waste in Antarctica;
(4) toengagein open burning of waste;
(5) totransport passengersto, from, or within Antarctica by any seagoing vessel not required to
comply with the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships (33 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.), unless the person

has an agreement with the vessel owner or operator under which the owner or operator isrequired
to comply with Annex 1V to the Protocol;

(6) who organizes, sponsors, operates, or promotes a nongovernmental expedition to Antarctica,
and who does business in the United States, to fail to notify all members of the expedition of the
environmental protection obligations of this chapter, and of actions which members must take, or
not take, in order to comply with those obligations,

(7) todamage, remove, or destroy a historic site or monument;

(8) to refuse permission to any authorized officer or employee of the United States to board a
vessel, vehicle, or aircraft of the United States, or subject to the jurisdiction of the United States,
for the purpose of conducting any search or inspection in connection with the enforcement of this
chapter or any regulation promulgated or permit issued under this chapter;

(9) toforcibly assault, resist, oppose, impede, intimidate, or interfere with any authorized officer
or employee of the United Statesin the conduct of any search or inspection described in paragraph
8);

(10) toresist alawful arrest or detention for any act prohibited by this section;

(11) tointerfere with, delay, or prevent, by any means, the apprehension, arrest, or detention of
another person, knowing that such other person has committed any act prohibited by this section;

(12) to violate any regulation issued under this chapter, or any term or condition of any permit
issued to that person under this chapter; or

(13) to attempt to commit or cause to be committed any act prohibited by this section.
(b) Actsprohibited unless authorized by permit

It isunlawful for any person, unless authorized by a permit issued under this chapter—

(1) to dispose of any waste in Antarctica (except as otherwise authorized by the Act to Prevent
Pollution from Ships[33 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.]) including—

(A) disposing of any waste from land into the seain Antarctica; and

(B) incinerating any waste on land or ice shelvesin Antarctica, or on board vessels at points
of embarcation or debarcation, other than through the use at remote field sites of incinerator
toilets for human waste;

(2) tointroduceinto Antarcticaany member of a nonnative species;
(3) toenter or engage in activities within any Antarctic Specially Protected Areg;
(4) toengagein any taking or harmful interference in Antarctica; or

(5) to receive, acquire, transport, offer for sale, sell, purchase, import, export, or have custody,
control, or possession of, any native bird, native mammal, or native plant which the person knows,
or in the exercise of due care should have known, was taken in violation of this chapter.

(c) Exception for emergencies
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No act described in subsection (8)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (7), (12), or (13) of this section or in subsection
(b) of this section shall be unlawful if the person committing the act reasonably believed that the act
was committed under emergency circumstancesinvolving the safety of human life or of ships, aircraft,
or equipment or facilities of high value, or the protection of the environment.

(Pub. L. 95-541, §4, Oct. 28, 1978, 92 Stat. 2049; Pub. L. 104-227, titlel, § 103, Oct. 2, 1996, 110 Stat.

3036.)

References in Text

The Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships, referred to in subsecs. (a)(5) and (b)(1), is Pub. L. 96478, Oct. 21, 1980,
94 Stat. 2297, as amended, which is classified principally to chapter 33 (§ 1901 et seq.) of Title 33, Navigation and
Navigable Waters. For compl ete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1901
of Title 33 and Tables.

Amendments

1996—Pub. L. 104-227 reenacted section catchline without change and amended text generally. Prior to amendment,
text consisted of subsec. (@) “In General”, which set forth unlawful actsin pars. (1) to (4) and provided that such acts
would not be unlawful if committed under emergency circumstances to prevent the loss of human life, and subsec.
(b) “Exception”, which provided that subsec. (a) would not apply with respect to any native mammal, native bird, or
native plant held in captivity or to any offspring of such mammal, bird, or plant.

§ 2403a. Environmental impact assessment
(a) Federal activities

D

)

©)

(A) The obligations of the United States under Article 8 of and Annex | to the Protocol shall
be implemented by applying the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321
et seq.) to proposals for Federal agency activitiesin Antarctica, as specified in this section.
(B) The obligations contained in section 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4332 (2)(C)) shall apply to all proposals for Federal agency activities
occurring in Antarctica and affecting the quality of the human environment in Antarctica or
dependent or associated ecosystems, only as specified in this section. For purposes of the
application of such section 102 (2)(C) under this subsection, the term “significantly affecting
the quality of the human environment” shall have the same meaning as the term “more than
aminor or transitory impact”.

(A) Unless an agency which proposes to conduct a Federa activity in Antarctica determines
that the activity will have less than a minor or transitory impact, or unless a comprehensive
environmental evaluation is being prepared in accordance with subparagraph (C), the agency
shall prepare an initial environmental evaluation in accordance with Article 2 of Annex | to
the Protocol.

(B) If the agency determines, through the preparation of theinitial environmental evaluation,
that the proposed Federal activity islikely to have no more than aminor or transitory impact,
the activity may proceed if appropriate procedures are put in place to assess and verify the
impact of the activity.

(C) If the agency determines, through the preparation of the initial environmental evaluation
or otherwise, that a proposed Federal activity islikely to have more than aminor or transitory
impact, the agency shall prepare and circulate a comprehensive environmental evaluation in
accordance with Article 3 of Annex | to the Protocol, and shall make such comprehensive
environmental evaluation publicly available for comment.

Any agency decision under this section on whether a proposed Federal activity, to which

paragraph (2)(C) applies, should proceed, and, if so, whether initsorigina or in amodified form,
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(b)

(©)

(d)

shall be based on the comprehensive environmental evaluation as well as other considerations
which the agency, in the exercise of its discretion, considers relevant.

(4) For the purposes of this section, the term “Federal activity” includes al activities conducted
under a Federal agency research program in Antarctica, whether or not conducted by a Federa
agency.
Federal activities carried out jointly with foreign gover nments
(1) For the purposes of this subsection, the term “Antarctic joint activity” means any Federa
activity in Antarctica which is proposed to be conducted, or which is conducted, jointly or in
cooperation with one or more foreign governments. Such term shall be defined in regulations
promulgated by such agencies as the President may designate.
(2) Where the Secretary of State, in cooperation with the lead United States agency planning an
Antarctic joint activity, determines that—
(A) themgjor part of the joint activity is being contributed by a government or governments
other than the United States;
(B) one such government is coordinating the implementation of environmental impact
assessment procedures for that activity; and
(C) such government has signed, ratified, or acceded to the Protocol,
the requirements of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply with respect to that activity.
(3) In al cases of Antarctic joint activity other than those described in paragraph (2), the
requirements of subsection (a) of this section shall apply with respect to that activity, except as
provided in paragraph (4).
(4) Determinations described in paragraph (2), and agency actions and decisions in connection
with assessments of impacts of Antarctic joint activities, shall not be subject to judicia review.
Nongover nmental activities
(1) The Administrator shall, within 2 years after October 2, 1996, promulgate regulations to
provide for—
(A) the environmental impact assessment of hongovernmental activities, including tourism,
for which the United States is required to give advance notice under paragraph 5 of Article
VII of the Treaty; and
(B) coordination of the review of information regarding environmental impact assessment
received from other Parties under the Protocol.
(2) Such regulations shall be consistent with Annex | to the Protocol.
Decision to proceed
(1) No decision shal be taken to proceed with an activity for which a comprehensive
environmental evaluation is prepared under this section unless there has been an opportunity
for consideration of the draft comprehensive environmental evaluation at an Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Meeting, except that no decision to proceed with a proposed activity shall be delayed
through the operation of this paragraph for more than 15 months from the date of circulation of the
draft comprehensive environmental evaluation pursuant to Article 3(3) of Annex | to the Protocol.
(2) The Secretary of State shall circulate the final comprehensive environmental evaluation, in
accordancewith Article 3(6) of Annex | to the Protocal, at least 60 days before the commencement
of the activity in Antarctica

(e) Casesof emergency

The requirements of this section, and of regulations promulgated under this section, shall not apply in
cases of emergency relating to the safety of human life or of ships, aircraft, or equipment and facilities
of high value, or the protection of the environment, which require an activity to be undertaken without
fulfilling those requirements.

(f) Exclusive mechanism
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Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the requirements of this section shall constitute the sole
and exclusive statutory obligations of the Federal agencies with regard to assessing the environmental
impacts of proposed Federal activities occurring in Antarctica.

(g) Decisionson permit applications

The provisons of this section requiring environmental impact assessments (including initial
environmenta evaluations and comprehensive environmental evaluations) shall not apply to Federa
actions with respect to issuing permits under section 2404 of thistitle.

(h) Publication of notices

Whenever the Secretary of State makes a determination under paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of this
section, or receives a draft comprehensive environmental evaluation in accordance with Annex 1,
Article 3(3) to the Protocol, the Secretary of State shall cause timely notice thereof to be published in
the Federal Register.

(Pub. L. 95-541, §4A, asadded Pub. L. 104-227, title |, § 104, Oct. 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 3038.)

References in Text

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, referred to in subsec. (a)(1)(A), is Pub. L. 91-190, Jan. 1, 1970,
83 Stat. 852, as amended, which is classified generally to chapter 55 (§ 4321 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health
and Welfare. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 4321 of
Title 42 and Tables.

§2404. Permits
(@ Ingeneral
The Director may issue permits which authorize acts otherwise prohibited by section 2403 (b) of this
title.
(b) Applicationsfor permits
(1) Applicationsfor permits under this section shall be made in such manner and form, and shall
contain such information, as the Director shall by regulation prescribe.

(2) TheDirector shall publish notice in the Federal Register of each application which ismadefor
apermit under this section. The notice shall invite the submission by interested parties, within 30
days after the date of publication of the notice, of written data, comments, or views with respect to
the application. Information received by the Director as a part of any application shall be available
to the public as a matter of public record.

(c) Action by appropriate Secretaries on certain permit applications

(1) If the Director receives an application for a permit under this section requesting authority to
undertake any action with respect to—

(A) any native mammal which isamarine mammal within the meaning of section 1362 (5) 1
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