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TITLE 33—NAVIGATION AND NAVIGABLE WATERS
 
Chap.  ...Sec.
1.  Navigable Waters Generally  ...1
2.  International Rules for Navigation at Sea [Repealed]  ...61
3.  Navigation Rules for Harbors, Rivers, and Inland Waters Generally  ...151
4.  Navigation Rules for Great Lakes and Their Connecting and Tributary Waters [Repealed]  ...241
5.  Navigation Rules for Red River of the North and Rivers Emptying Into Gulf of Mexico and Tributaries
[Repealed]  ...301
5A.  Exemption of Navy or Coast Guard Vessels From Certain Navigation Rules [Repealed]  ...360
6.  General Duties of Ship Officers and Owners After Collision or Other Accident [Repealed]  ...361
7.  Regulations for the Suppression of Piracy  ...381
8.  Summary Trials for Certain Offenses Against Navigation Laws  ...391
9.  Protection of Navigable Waters and of Harbor and River Improvements Generally  ...401
10.  Anchorage Grounds and Harbor Regulations Generally  ...471
11.  Bridges Over Navigable Waters  ...491
12.  River and Harbor Improvements Generally  ...540
13.  Mississippi River Commission  ...641
14.  California Debris Commission  ...661
15.  Flood Control  ...701
16.  Lighthouses  ...711
17.  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  ...851
18.  Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation  ...901
19.  Saint Lawrence Seaway  ...981
20.  Pollution of the Sea by Oil [Repealed]  ...1001
21.  International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea [Repealed]  ...1051
22.  Sea Grant Colleges and Marine Science Development  ...1101
23.  Pollution Control of Navigable Waters [Omitted or Transferred]  ...1151
24.  Vessel Bridge-to-Bridge Communication  ...1201
25.  Ports and Waterways Safety Program  ...1221
26.  Water Pollution Prevention and Control  ...1251
27.  Ocean Dumping  ...1401
28.  Pollution Casualties on the High Seas: United States Intervention  ...1471
29.  Deepwater Ports  ...1501
30.  International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea  ...1601
31.  Ocean Pollution Research and Development and Monitoring Planning [Repealed]  ...1701
32.  Inland Waterways Trust Fund  ...1801
33.  Prevention of Pollution From Ships  ...1901
34.  Inland Navigational Rules  ...2001
35.  Artificial Reefs  ...2101
36.  Water Resources Development  ...2201
37.  Organotin Antifouling Paint Control  ...2401
38.  Dumping of Medical Waste by Public Vessels  ...2501
39.  Shore Protection from Municipal or Commercial Waste  ...2601
40.  Oil Pollution  ...2701
41.  National Coastal Monitoring  ...2801
42.  Estuary Restoration  ...2901
43.  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Commissioned Officer Corps  ...3001
44.  Oceans and Human Health  ...3101
45.  Tsunami Warning and Education  ...3201
46.  National Levee Safety Program  ...3301
47.  Ocean Exploration  ...3401
48.  Ocean and Coastal Mapping Integration  ...3501
49.  Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System  ...3601
50.  Federal Ocean Acidification Research and Monitoring  ...3701
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CHAPTER 2—INTERNATIONAL RULES FOR NAVIGATION AT SEA
.....................................

§§ 61 to 63. Repealed. Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 5, 65 Stat. 407

Section 61, acts Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 320; Feb. 19, 1895, ch. 102, § 1, 28 Stat. 672;
June 7, 1897, ch. 4, § 1, 30 Stat. 96, related to adoption of rules for navigation on high seas. See
section 1602 of this title.

Section 62, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 320, 321, defined “sailing vessel”, “steam
vessel”, and “under way”. See section 1601 of this title.

Section 63, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 321, defined “visible”.

Effective Date of Repeal

Section 5 of act Oct. 11, 1951, provided that the repeal of these sections is effective upon the taking effect of regulations
proclaimed under section 1 of act Oct. 11, 1951. Such regulations were proclaimed by Proc. No. 3030 of Aug. 1, 1953,
18 F.R. 4983, and were to be effective Jan. 1, 1954.

.....................................

§§ 71 to 84. Repealed. Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 5, 65 Stat. 407

Section 71, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 321, provided that rules concerning lights be
complied with from sunset to sunrise.

Section 72, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 321, related to lights of steam vessel under way.

Section 73, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 321, related to lights of vessel towing another
vessel or vessels.

Section 74, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 322, related to lights and day signals of vessel
not under control and of telegraph cable vessel.

Section 75, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 322, related to lights of sailing vessel under
way and of vessel in tow.

Section 76, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 322, related to lights of small vessel under
way in bad weather.

Section 77, acts Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 322; May 28, 1894, ch. 83, 28 Stat. 82, related
to substitute lights for small vessel and rowing boats.

Section 78, acts Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 323; Feb. 19, 1900, ch. 22, § 1, 31 Stat. 30,
related to lights of pilot vessel on and off duty, and steam pilot vessel.

Section 79, acts Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 323; May 28, 1894, ch. 83, 28 Stat. 82; Jan.
19, 1907, ch. 300, § 1, 34 Stat. 850, related to lights and day signals of fishing vessels and boats.

Section 80, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 324, related to lights on overtaken vessel.

Section 81, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 324, related to lights on vessel at anchor or
aground.

Section 82, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 325, authorized additional lights and signals
when necessary.

Section 83, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 325, related to special lights for ships of war
and recognition signals.
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Section 84, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 325, related to day signal of steam vessel
under sail.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 1954, see note set out under sections 61 to 63 of this title.

.....................................

§§ 91, 92. Repealed. Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 5, 65 Stat. 407

Section 91, acts Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 325; June 10, 1896, ch. 401, § 1, 29 Stat. 381,
related to sound signals for fog.

Section 92, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 325, related to speed in fog.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 1954, see note set out under sections 61 to 63 of this title.

.....................................

§§ 101 to 113. Repealed. Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 5, 65 Stat. 407

Section 101, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 326, provided suggestion for ascertainment
of risk of collision.

Section 102, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 326, related to sailing vessels approaching
one another.

Section 103, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 326, related to steam vessels meeting end on.

Section 104, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327, related to steam vessels crossing.

Section 105, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327, related to steam and sailing vessels
meeting.

Section 106, acts Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327; May 28, 1894, ch. 83, 28 Stat. 83,
provided that vessel having the right-of-way keep course.

Section 107, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327, related to crossing ahead of vessel having
right-of-way.

Section 108, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327, related to duty of steam vessel to slacken
speed.

Section 109, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327, provided that overtaking vessel keep out
of the way of the overtaken vessel, defined “overtaken vessel”.

Section 110, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327, related to steam vessel in narrow channel.

Section 111, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327, related to right of way of fishing vessels
or boats, and obstruction of fairways.

Section 112, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 327, related to special circumstances requiring
departure from rules.

Section 113, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 328, related to sound signals of steam vessel
indicating course.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 1954, see note set out under sections 61 to 63 of this title.
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.....................................

§ 121. Repealed. Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 5, 65 Stat. 407

Section, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 328, related to additional precautions.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 1954, see note set out under sections 61 to 63 of this title.

.....................................

§ 131. Repealed. Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 5, 65 Stat. 407

Section, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 328, related to local rules for harbors and inland
waters.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 1954, see note set out under sections 61 to 63 of this title.

.....................................

§ 141. Repealed. Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 5, 65 Stat. 407

Section, acts Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, 26 Stat. 328; May 28, 1894, ch. 83, 28 Stat. 83, related
to distress signals.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 1954, see note set out under sections 61 to 63 of this title.

.....................................

§ 142. Repealed. Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 5, 65 Stat. 407

Section, act Aug. 19, 1890, ch. 802, § 1, as added Aug. 21, 1935, ch. 595, § 1, 49 Stat. 668, related
to orders to helmsmen.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 1954, see note set out under sections 61 to 63 of this title.

.....................................

§§ 143 to 143b. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–131, § 3, Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 194

Section 143, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 1, 65 Stat. 406, related to adoption of rules for prevention
of collisions on the high seas, and to their geographical applicability.

Section 143a, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 2, 65 Stat. 407, provided that Navy and Coast Guard
be exempt from the requirements of the rules.

Section 143b, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, 65 Stat. 408, related to identity of regulations
authorized to be proclaimed.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Sept. 1, 1965, see Proc. No. 3632, Dec. 29, 1964, 29 F.R. 19167, and section 3 of Pub. L. 88–131,
both set out as notes under section 1051 of this title.

Proclamation No. 3030

Proc. No. 3030, Aug. 19, 1953, 18 F.R. 4983, which was the enabling proclamation for adopting Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1948, under act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 1, 65 Stat. 406, was superseded by Proc. No.
3632, Dec. 29, 1964, 29 F.R. 19167, set out as a note under former section 1051 of this title.
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Executive Order No. 10402

Ex. Ord. No. 10402, Oct. 30, 1952, 17 F.R. 9917, which enforced the Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1948,
was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 12234, Sept. 3, 1980, 45 F.R. 58801, set out as a note under section 1602 of this title.

.....................................

§ 144. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–131, § 3, Sept. 4, 1963, 77 Stat. 194

Section, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. A, 65 Stat. 408, related to applicability of sections 144
to 147d of this title, provided that rules concerning lights be complied with from sunset to sunrise,
and defined terms used in sections 145 to 147d of this title.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Sept. 1, 1965, see Proc. No. 3632, Dec. 29, 1964, 29 F.R. 19167, and section 3 of Pub. L. 88–131,
both set out as notes under section 1051 of this title.

.....................................

§§ 145 to 145n. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–131, § 3, Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 194

Section 145, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 408, related to lights of power-driven
vessels under way and of seaplanes under way on the water.

Section 145a, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 410, related to lights of vessel or
seaplane towing or pushing other vessels or seaplanes.

Section 145b, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 410, related to lights and day signals
of vessel not under command and of vessels engaged in specified operations.

Section 145c, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 411, related to lights of sailing vessel
under way and of vessel or seaplane in tow and of vessels being pushed ahead.

Section 145d, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 411, related to lights of small vessel
in bad weather.

Section 145e, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 411, related to substitute lights for
small vessel and rowing boats.

Section 145f, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 412, related to lights of pilot vessel
on and off duty.

Section 145g, acts Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 413; June 26, 1953, ch. 155, § 1, 67
Stat. 83, related to lights and day signals of fishing vessels.

Section 145h, acts Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 414, related to stern and tail lights.

Section 145i, acts Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 414; June 26, 1953, ch. 155, § 2, 67
Stat. 83, related to lights on vessels or seaplanes at anchor or aground.

Section 145j, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 415, related to additional lights and
signals when necessary.

Section 145k, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 415, related to special lights for ships of
war, for vessels sailing under convoy and for seaplanes on the water, recognition signals adopted
by shipowners, and lights of naval and military vessels and seaplanes of special construction.

Section 145l, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 415, related to day signal of steam
vessel under sail.
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Section 145m, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 415, related to sound signals under
conditions of restricted visibility.

Section 145n, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. B, 65 Stat. 417, related to speed in weather
restricting visibility.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Sept. 1, 1965, see Proc. No. 3632, Dec. 29, 1964, 29 F.R. 19167, and section 3 of Pub. L. 88–131,
both set out as notes under section 1051 of this title.

.....................................

§§ 146 to 146k. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–131, § 3, Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 194

Section 146, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 417, provided methods of obeying
and construing sections 146 to 146k, suggestion for ascertainment of risk of collision, and advice
concerning the operation of seaplanes.

Section 146a, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 417, related to sailing vessels
approaching one another.

Section 146b, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 417, related to power-driven vessels
meeting end on.

Section 146c, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 418, related to power-driven vessels
crossing.

Section 146d, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 418, related to vessels or seaplanes
meeting.

Section 146e, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 418, related to the course of vessels
having the right of way, and the duty in aiding to avert collision.

Section 146f, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 418, related to crossing ahead of vessel
having right of way.

Section 146g, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 418, related to duty of power-driven
vessel to slacken speed.

Section 146h, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 418, provided that overtaking vessel
keep out of the way of the overtaken vessel, defined “overtaken vessel”.

Section 146i, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 419, related to power-driven vessels
in narrow channels and in nearing bends in a channel.

Section 146j, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 419, related to right of way of fishing
vessels, and obstruction of fairways.

Section 146k, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 419, related to special circumstances
requiring departure from rules.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Sept. 1, 1965, see Proc. No. 3632, Dec. 29, 1964, 29 F.R. 19167, and section 3 of Pub. L. 88–131,
both set out as notes under section 1051 of this title.
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.....................................

§§ 147 to 147d. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–131, § 3, Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 194

Section 147, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 Stat. 419, related to sound signals of vessels
indicating course.

Section 147a, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 Stat. 419, related to additional precautions.

Section 147b, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 Stat. 420, related to local rules for harbors
and inland waters.

Section 147c, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 Stat. 420, related to distress signals.

Section 147d, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 Stat. 420, related to orders to helmsmen,
and has been omitted.

Effective Date of Repeal

Repeal effective Sept. 1, 1963, see Proc. No. 3632, Dec. 29, 1964, 29 F.R. 19167, and section 3 of Pub. L. 88–131,
both set out as notes under section 1051 of this title.
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