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TITLE 46 SHIPPING

NB: This unofficial compilation of the U.S Codeis current as of Feb.1, 2010 (see http://mwww.law.cor nell.edu/uscode/uscprint.html).

TITLE 46—SHIPPING

Thistitle was enacted by Pub. L. 98-89, §1, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 500; Pub. L. 99-509, title V, subtitle B, § 5101,
Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1913; Pub. L. 100424, 86, Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 1591; Pub. L. 100-710, title1, 8 102, Nov.
23,1988, 102 Stat. 4738; Pub. L. 109-304, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1485

Subtitle ...Sec.

I. GENERAL ...101

Il. VESSELSAND SEAMEN ...2101

I1l. MARITIMELIABILITY ...30101

IV. REGULATION OF OCEAN SHIPPING ...40101

V. MERCHANT MARINE ...50101

V1. CLEARANCE, TONNAGE TAXES, AND DUTIES ...60101
VIl. SECURITY AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT ...70101

VIII. MISCELLANEOUS ...80101

Amendments

2006—Pub. L. 109-304, § 3, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1485, amended titleanalysisgenerally, adding item |V, substituting
“50101" for “53101" in item V, adding item VI, substituting “SECURITY AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT" for
“MISCELLANEOUS’ initem VII, and adding item VIII.

Pub. L. 109-241, title IX, §901(k)(2), July 11, 2006, 120 Stat. 565, redesignated item VI “MISCELLANEOUS’ as
item VII.

2003—Pub. L. 108-136, div. C, title XXXV, § 3531(b), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1817, added item V.
2002—Pub. L. 107-295, title I, § 102(b), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2084, added item V1.
1988—Pub. L. 100-710, title I, § 102(b), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4738, amended title analysis generally, substituting

“GENERAL” for “[Reserved—general]” initem | and adding item I11.

Disposition Table

(Showing Disposition of Former Sections of Title 46 or Title 46 Appendix)

Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections

1 Rep.
2 2103
3 note prec. (Act 12-27-1950, 881, 2) 501

3 Rep.
4 2105
56 Rep.
7 2107
8 2108
9(a), (b) 3316
9(c) Rep.
9(d) 3316
11,12 Rep.
13 Rep.
14 (words before last proviso) 12107
14 (last proviso) 12151
15-41 Rep.
42 60103
43-56 Rep.
57 60102
58 Rep.
59 Rep.
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections
60-63 Rep.
65(1) 2101(10)
65(2) 2101(11)
65(3) 2101(34)
65a 12113
65b 12102
65¢c 12114
65d 12115
65e 12103
65f 12116
659 12104
65h 12105
65i 12106
65j 12107
65k 12108
65l 12109
65m 12110
65n 12122
650 12111
65p 12112
65q 12117
65r 12118
65s 12119
65t 12120
65u 2107, 12122(a)
65v(1) 2104
65v(2) 12121
65w 12101
71 12102, 14102, 14104, 14501, 14502,
14504, 14511, 14521, 14522
72 14503
73,74 Rep.
75 14512
76 Rep.
77 14502, 14512
78, 79 Rep.
80 (See former 660-1)
81 14306
82 3101
83 14502, 14513
83a—83¢g 14513
83h 14102
83i 14702
83j 14701
83k 2107
85-85¢g Rep.
86 5114, 5115
86a 5101
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
86b 5102
86¢ 5102, 5103, 5104, 5106
86d 5107
86e 5108
86f 5109
869 5112
86h 5113
86i 5116
88 5102
88a 5104, 5108
88b 5103, 5107
88c 5112
88d 5109
88e 5112
88f 5113
889 5116
88h, 88i Rep.
91 60105
91a-96 Rep.
97 60106
98 60109
99 Rep.
100 60107
101, 102 Rep.
103 Rep.
104 60504
105-110 Rep.
111 Elim.
112, 113 Rep.
121 (1st sentence) 60302
121 (2d sentence) 60301
121 (3d sentence related to distress) 60305
121 (3d sentence related to trade) 60306
121 (4th sentence) 60302
121 (5th sentence words before semicolon) 60302
121 (5th sentence words after semicolon) 60304
121 (last sentence words before semicolon) 60312
121 (last sentence words after semicolon) 60302
122 60307
123 60308
124 60309
125 60310
126, 127 Rep.
128, 129 60303
130, 131 Rep.
132 60301
133, 134 60311
135 60312
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
141 60503
142 60505
143 60506
144, 145 60507
146 60502
151-162 Rep.
163 60101
170 3306(a)(5), Rep. in part
170(14) 2106
170a, 170b Rep.
171-175 Rep.
178, 179 Rep.
181 30503
182 30504
183(a) 30505
183(b) (1st sentence) 30506
183(b) (last sentence) 30507
183(c)—(e) 30506
183(f) (related to 46 App.:183(b)—(e)) 30506
183(f) (related to 46 App.:183b) 30508
183(g) 30510
183a Rep.
183b 30508
183c 30509
184 30507
185 30511
186 30501
187 30512
188 30502
189 30505
190 30704
191 30705
192 30706
193 30703
194 30707
195 30702
196 Rep.
201 11301
202 11302
203 11303
211 8501(a)
212 8501(b)
213 8501(c), (e)
214 7101
214(c) 7106
215 8501(d), 8502
216(a) 9301(2)
216(b) 2101(34)
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections
216(c) 9301(3)
216(d) 9301(1)
216(e), (f) Rep.
216a 9302(a), (b), (d)
216b(a)—(c) 9303
216b(d) 9305
216b(e) 9304
216¢ 9303
216d 9305
216e(a)—(c) 9308
216e(d) 2107
216e(e) 2106
216f 9302(c)
2169 9306
216h 9307
216i Rep.
221 8103
222 8101
223 8301
224 7101, 8101
224a 8303, 8304
224a(2) 7111
225 7106, 7109, 7113
226 7101, 7106, 7703
227 Rep.
228 7101, 7106, 7703
229 7101, 7106, 7703
229%a 7101, 7103
229b 7101, 7103
229c 7106, 7108, 7318
229d Rep.
229%e 7105
229f 7110
229g 7103, 7318
229h Rep.
230 7112
231 7105
232 7110
233 7109
234 3315
235 8104
236 8103
237, 238 Rep.
239 6101, 6301, 7703
239(d) 6303
239(e) 6304, 7705
239(f) 6304
239(qg) 6305, 7701
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
239(i) 6306
239(j) 6301, 6307
239(k) 6305
239a(a) 7503(a), 7704(a)
239a(b) 2101(34)
239a(c) 7302
239b(a) 7503(b)
239b(b) 7704(b), (c)
240 7703
241 8304
242 7101, 7102, 8302(a)—(d)
243 7101, 7104, 7107, 7108
244 7101, 7105
245 8302(g), (h)
246(a) 8302(a)—(d)
246(b) Rep.
246(c) 7703
247 7101
248 8302
249-249c Rep.
251, 251a 55114
251b Rep.
252-262 Rep.
263-276 Rep.
277 12133
278-288 Rep.
289 55103
289a, 289b 55121
289c 55104
290 Rep.
291 55120
292 55109
293-293b Rep.
294-315 Rep.
316(a), (b) 55111
316(c) 55118
316(d), (e) 80104
316a 55112
317, 318 Rep.
319 T.19 §1706a
320-325 Rep.
326 502
327 503
328 Rep.
329, 330 Rep.
331 2110
332-336 Rep.
351-353 Rep.
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections
354, 355 60104
361 2101(16), (37)
362 2109, 3301(9), 3314
362(a) 3303
362(b) 3504
362(c) 3505
363 2109
364 8502
365 Rep.
366 3306
367 2101(16), (33), 2303, 3301(7), 3302
369 3305, 3306, 3316
369(b) 3503
369(e) 3318
371 Rep.
372 2103
373-374a Rep.
375 3306
376-382a-1 Rep.
382b 2104, 2111, 2112
382b-1 3317(b)
382¢-385 Rep.
390 3302, 3304
390(a) 2101(21)(B)
390(b) 2101(35)
390(d) 2101(34)
390(e) 2101(13)
390(f) 2101(27)
390(g) 2101(30)
390(h) 2101(28)
390(i) 2101(29)
390a 3301(4), (5), (8), 3305
390a(a) 3307(2)
390a(b) 3317(a), 7114
390b 3306, 8901, 8902
390c 3303(a), 3309, 3311
390c(b), (c) 3313
390d 2106, 3318(a), 8906
390e—-390g Rep.
391 3301(1), (4), (9), 3304, 3305
391(b) 3307(3)
391(c) 2101(22), 3307(1)
391(e) 3302
391a 3301(10), 3702, 8502
391a(2)(A) 2101(9)
391a(2)(B) 2101(12)
391a(2)(C) 2101(14)
391a(2)(D) 2101(15)
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
391a(2)(E) 2101(20)
391a(2)(F) 3701(4)
391a(2)(G) 2101(24)
391a(2)(H) 2101(5)
391a(2)(l) 2101(34)
391a(2)(J) 3701(5)
391a(2)(K) 3701(6)
391a(2)(L) 2101(46)
391a(2)(M) 2101(38)
391a(2)(N) 2101(8)
391a(2)(0) 2101(23)
391a(2)(P) 3701(2)
391a(2)(Q) 3701(3)
391a(2)(R) 3701(1)
391a(2)(S) 2101(7)
391a(3) 2101(39), 2301, 3303, 3702(a)
391a(4) 2109
391a(4)(B) 8703(c)
391a(5) 3702
391a(6) 3703
391a(7) 3704-3709
391a(8) 3309, 3313
391a(8)(A) 3710, 3712
391a(8)(B) 3711, 3712
391a(8)(C) 3711
391a(8)(D) 3710
391a(8)(E) 3710, 3711
391a(9) 9102
391a(10)(A) 8703(a)
391a(10)(B) 9101(b)
391a(10)(C) 7317, 8703(b)
391a(10)(D) Rep. See 7701 et seq.
391a(11) 9101(a)
391a(12) 3703
391a(13) 3713
391a(14) 2107, 3718
391a(14)(C) 2106
391a(15) 3714
391a(16) 3717
391a(17) 3715
391a(18) 3716
391b Rep.
392 3304-3306
392(b) 3307(3)
393, 394 Rep.
395 3301(6), 3305, 3311
395(d) 3309
395(e) 2101(32)
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections

396, 397 Rep.

398 3318

399 3309, 3311, 3314

400 3312

401, 402 Rep.

403 3318

404 2101(13), (16), (17), 3301(1), 3302, 3306,
3307

404-1 3301(3), 3305, 3501

404-1(1) 2101(19)

404-1(4) 2101(21)(C)

404-1(6) 3307(2), (3)

404-1(8) 8301

404a Rep.

405 2101(40), 3301(9), 3305

405(b) 8104

405(b)(1)(A) 2101(34)

405(b)(2) 8904

405(b)(3) 8905(b)

406 3305

407 3305, 3318

408 3305, 3306, 3318

409 Rep.

410 3318

411, 412 3306

413 3318

414 3310, 7502

415 Rep.

416 2104, 3306

417 (See former 416)

418, 419 Rep.

420 3302, 3306

431-434 Rep.

435 3308, 3313

436 2106, 3318

437-440 Rep.

441(1) 2101(18), 50503

441(2) 2101(31), 50503

442 3302

443 50503

444 8701, 50503

445 2113, 3306

446-446¢C 50504

446 note (Pub. L. 97-322, § 201) Rep.

446d 8101

451 3501

452 3501(b), (c)

453 2113
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections
454-457 T. 33 §8§1233-1236
458 Rep.
459 3306
460, 460a, 461 3502
462 2106, 3501, 3502
463, 463a, 464 Rep.
465 (See former 170)
466 Rep.
466a 3901
466b 3902
466¢C T. 15 §1824a
467-469 Rep.
470, 471 8102
472 Rep.
473 3306
474-476 Rep.
477-479 3306
480 2301
481 2106, 3306
481(a) 2101(34)
481(c) 2106
481(d) 3318
482, 483 3306
484-488 Rep.
489 3306
490 Rep.
491 (words before semicolon) 30102
491 (words after semicolon) 30103
492 3506
493-496 Rep.
497 2106, 3318, 8502
498 Rep.
511-522 Rep.
526 2101(43)
526a-526d Rep.
526e 4102(b)
526f Rep.
5269 4102(a)
526h 4103
526i 4102(c)
526j 4102(d)
526k-526n Rep.
5260 2106, 2107, 4106
526p 2107, 3306, 4104
5260-526t Rep.
526u 4101
527-527h Rep.
531 10601
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TITLE 46 SHIPPING

NB: This unofficial compilation of the U.S. Codeis current as of Feb.1, 2010 (see http://mww.law.cornell.edu/uscode/uscprint.html).

Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections
532 Rep. See 11501
533, 534 10602
541-542a Rep.
543 2104
544, 545 Rep.
546 10102
547-549 Rep.
561, 562 Rep.
563 11110
564 10301, 10302
565 10305
566 10301
567, 568 10321
569 10309
570 10308
571 10321
572,573 Rep.
574 10301, 10501, 10502
575 10508
576 10509
577 10307
578 11107
579 Rep.
591 10313(a)
592 10313(b)
593 10313(b)
594 10313(c)
595 10313(d)
596 10313(e)—(i), 10504
597 2101(12), 10313(e)—(), 10504
598 10313(e), 10504(a), (d), 10505(d)
599 2101(12), 10314, 10315, 10505, 10506
599(g) 10316
600 10317
601 11108, 11109
602 11111
603-608, 611 Rep.
621 10701, 10702
622 10703
623 10711
624 10704, 10705
625 10706
626 10707
627 10709
628 10708, 10710
641, 642 10310
643 8701, 8702, 10102(c), 10311, 10503
643(a) 7302, 7303, 7318

-11-
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Appendix Former Sections
643(b) 7304
643(c) 7302, 10306
643(e) 10311
643(f) 7319, 7502
643(h) 7501
643() 7316, 10103
643a 8701
643b Rep.
644 10312(a), (b), (d)—(f)
645, 646, 651 Rep.
652 10312(c)
653 10901, 10902(a), 10907
654 10901, 10903(a), (b)
655 10901, 10904
656 10901, 10905
657 10905
658 10901, 10906, 10908
659 10903(c)
660 10903(d)
660-1 11101
660a 3305, 3308
660b 3308
661 10321
662 10902(b)
663 Rep.
664 10907
665 10321, 11106(b)—(d)
666 11102(a)
667 11102(b)
668, 669 Rep.
670, 671 11103
672 8701, 8702
672(a) 2101(34)
672(b) 7306
672(b)(1) 7307
672(b)(2) 7308
672(b)(3) 7309, 7310
672(b)(4) 7311
672(c) 7301, 7315
672(d) 8702(d)
672(e) 8702(b), (c)
672(f) 7312
672(g) 7313, 7314
672(h) 8103
672(i) 7302
672()) 2106, 8702(¢)
672-1, 672-2 Rep.
672a 8103
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672b, 672b-1, 672c Rep.
673 8104
674-677 Rep.
678 11104(a)
679 11104(b)—(d)
680, 681 Rep.
682 10318, 10507
683 10318, 10507
684 11105
685 11106(a)
686, 687 Rep.
688(a) 30104
688(b) 30105
689 2103, 2104
690 8103
691 Sec. 2(f) of Pub. L. 98-89
692 Rep.
701 11501
702 11502
703 11503
704 T. 18 §2196
705 11504
706 11505
707 10319
708 T. 18 § 2279
709 Rep.
710 11506
710a Rep.
710b (See former 239a)
710c (See former 239b)
711 Rep.
712 11507
713 10101, 10303, 10304
721 80101
722,723 80103
724 80102
725 80105
726 80106
727 80107
728 2304
729, 730 80107
731 2304, 80107
732-735 Rep.
738 80301
738a 80302
738b Rep.
738c 80303
738d Rep.
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740 30101
741 (11th—26th words) 30902
741 (less 11th—26th words) 30908
742 (1st sentence) 30903
742 (2d sentence) 30906
742 (3d sentence) 30903
742 (last sentence) 30906
743 (1st sentence) 30907
743 (2d, 3d sentences) 30911
743 (4th—6th sentences) 30907
743 (last sentence) 30909
743a Rep.
744 30914
745 (words before 1st proviso) 30905
745 (1st proviso) 30904
745 (2d proviso) Rep.
745 (last proviso) 30911
746 30910
747 30915
748 30913
749 30912
750 30916
751 30917
752 30918
761(a) 30302
761(b) 30307
762(a) 30303
762(b) 30307
763 Rep.
763a 30106
764 30306
765 30305
766 30304
767 30308
768 Rep.
781 31102
782 (1st sentence) 31104
782 (last sentence words before last 31103
comma)

782 (last sentence words after last comma) 31107
783 (words before proviso) 31102
783 (proviso) 31105
784 31110
785 31111
786 31108
787 31109
788 31112
789 31106
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790 31113
791-799 Rep.
801 Rep.
802 50501
803 50502
804 Rep.
804a Rep.
805-807 Rep.
808(4th par., prior to amendment by Pub. L. 31328
100-710)

808(a) Rep.
808(h) 57109
808(c)—(f) 56101
808a 56101
809-810a Rep.
811 (1st sentence words before 1st comma) 50105
811 (1st sentence words after 1st comma) 50106
811 (2d sentence words before 2d comma) 50105
811 (2d sentence words after 2d comma) 50107
811 (3d sentence) 50106
811 (4th sentence) 50109
811 (last sentence) 50111
812-817c Rep.
817d(a) (1st-5th, 29th—last words) 44103
817d(a) (6th—28th words) 44101
817d(b) 44103
817d(c) 44104
817d(d) 44106
817d(e) 44105
817e(a) (1st-14th, 37th—last words) 44102
817e(a) (15th—36th words) 44101
817e(b) 44102
817e(c) 44104
817e(d) 44106
817e(e) 44105
818-832 Rep.
833, 833a Rep.
834 60108
835 56102
836, 837 56105
838 31306
839 (1st par.) 56103
839 (last par.) 56104
840-841c Rep.
842 Rep.
843-848 Rep.
861 50101
862-864 Rep.
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864a Rep.
864b 57108
865 Rep.
865a 53101 note
866 Rep.
867 50302
868, 869 Rep.
870-870d Rep.
871 57106
872 50304
873, 874 Rep.
875 50304
876(a)(1) Rep.
876(a)(2) 42101
876(a)(3) 42102
876(b), (c) 42102
876(d) 42103
876(e) 42101
876(f), (9) 42104
876(h) 42105
876(i) 42106
876()) 42107
876(K) 42108
876(l) 42109
877 55101
877 note (Proc. No. 3215, Dec. 12, 1957) 55101
878-880 Rep.
881 3305, 3316, 12119
882 3304
883 (words before 1st proviso) 55102
883 (1st proviso, 2d proviso less meaning of 12132
“rebuilt”)
883 (2d proviso related to meaning of 12101
“rebuilt”)
883 (3d proviso) 55116
883 (4th proviso) 55119
883 (5th proviso) 55117
883 (6th proviso) 55107
883 (7th proviso) 55106
883 (8th proviso) Rep.
883 (2d—6th sentences, last sentence less 55105
provisos)
883 (10th proviso) 55115
883 (11th proviso) 55102
883 (12th proviso) 55110
883 (last proviso) 55108
883 note (Pub. L. 104-324, § 1120(f)) 12120
883-1 12118
883a (1st sentence) 12139
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883a (2d, last sentences) 12151

883b Rep.

884 58108

885 T.15838
886 Rep.
887-889 Rep.

891 50101

891a Rep.

891b 57106
891c-891y Rep.

911(1), (2) 30101(1)
911(3) Rep.

911(4) 30101(1)
911(5) 31301(3)
921 31321(a)(1), (e)
922(a), (b) 31322(a)(1)
922(h) 31301(6)(A)
922(c), (d) Rep.

922(e), (f) 31322(c)
923 31324

924 31323(a), (b)
925 31343
925(b) 31321(f), (h)
926(a), (b) 31321(b)
926(c) Rep.

926(d) 31322(b)
927 31302(1), (2)
941(a) Rep.

941(b) (1st sentence) 31330(a), (c)
941(b) (last sentence) 31323(c)
941(c) 31304

951 (1st par.) 31325(a), (b)(1), (c), (d)
951 (2d par. less proviso) 31301(6)(B)
951 (2d par. proviso) 31326(b)(2)
952 (1st, 2d sentences) 31325(e)
952 (last sentence) 31308
953(a) 31301(5)
953(b) 31326(a), (b)(1)
954(a) 31325(b)(2)
954(b) 31303
961(a) Rep.

961(b) 31327
961(c) 31326(a)
961(d), (e) 31328
961(f) 31329

971 31342

972 31341

973 31341(a)
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
974 31305
975 31307
981984 Rep.
1011 Rep.
1012 31321(a)(2)
1013, 1014 Rep.
1101 50101
1111(a), (b) Rep.
1111(c) (related to seal) 301
1111(c) (related to records) 303
1111(c) (related to rules and regulations) 305
1111(d) (related to Commission) 307
1111(d) (related to Secretary) Rep.
1111(e) Rep.
1111(f) (1st, last sentences) Rep.
1111(f) (2d sentence related to Rep.
Commission)
1111(f) (2d sentence related to Secretary) T.49 8109
1111 note (Pub. L. 89-56) 301
1111 note (Reorg. Plan No. 6 of 1949) 301
1111 note (Reorg. Plan No. 21 of 1950, 88 T.49 8109
201, 203, 204)
1111 note (Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1961, 88§ 301
101, 102(a)—(c), 104, 105(d))
1111 note (Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1961, § 302
102(d))
1111 note (Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1961, § 304
105(a)—(c))
1111 note (Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1961, § T.49 8109
201)
1111a-1111c Rep.
1112 50303
1113 Rep.
1114 Rep.
1115 58107
1116, 1116a Rep.
1117 (related to Commission) Rep.
1117 (related to Secretary) T.49 8109
1118 (related to Commission) 306
1118 (related to Secretary) 50111
1118 note (Pub. L. 106-398, [§ 3506]) 50111
1119 T.49 §109
1119a, 1119b Rep.
1120 50102
1121(a)—(c) 50103
1121(d) 50105
1121(e) 50106
1121(f) 50109
1121(g) 50106
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
1121(h), (i) 50109
1121(j) (words before 1st semicolon) 50105
1121(j) (words between 1st and 2d 50110
semicolons)
1121(j) (words after 2d semicolon) 50109
1121-1 55301
1121-2 50112
1122(a) 50104
1122(b)(1) 50110
1122(b)(2) 50105
1122(c) 50105
1122(d) 50110, T. 49 § 109
1122(e) Rep.
1122(f) 50108
1122(g) 50111
1122a 50113
1122b 55501
1123 50109
1124 50306
1125 57105
1125 note (Pub. L. 86-518, §9) 57105, 57506
1125a 57107
1126 Rep.
1126-1(a) (1st sentence) 51101
1126-1(a) (last sentence), (b) 51104
1126a, 1126a-1 Rep.
1126b, 1126b-1 Rep.
1126¢, 1126d Rep.
1127-1128h Rep.
1131 53101 note
1132 (prior provision) 8103
1132(a) (prior provision) 7102
1132 (added by Pub. L. 104-239) 52101
1141-1144 Rep.
1145 Rep.
1151-1155 53101 note
1155a Rep.
1156, 1157 53101 note
1158(a) 57102
1158(b) 57103
1159 53101 note
1160(a) 57301
1160(b) (1st sentence) 57302
1160(b) (2d sentence) 57304
1160(b) (3d sentence) 57305
1160(b) (4th—7th sentences) 57306
1160(b) (last sentence) 57302
1160(c) 57303
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
1160(d) 57305
1160(e) 57307
1160(f) 50111
1160(g) 57308
1160(h) Rep.
1160(i) 57104
1160(j) 57101
1161(a) 53301
1161(b) (1st sentence words before 6th 53302
comma)
1161(b) (1st sentence words between 6th 53303
and 10th commas)
1161(b) (1st sentence between 10th and 53302
16th commas)
1161(b) (1st sentence words after 16th 53305
comma)
1161(b) (last sentence) 53302
1161(c) 53306
1161(d) 53307
1161(e) 53308
1161(f) 53309
1161(g), (h) 53310
1161(i) 53311
1161(j) 53312
1161(k) Rep.
1161(1) 53304
1161(m)—(0) 53301
1162, 1171-1176 53101 note
1177(a) (1st sentence) 53503
1177(a) (2d sentence related to purpose) 53503
1177(a) (2d sentence related to deposits) 53504
1177(a) (last sentence) 53504
1177(b)(1), (2) 53505
1177(b)(3) 53501
1177(c) 53506
1177(d) 53507
1177(e) 53508
1177(f) 53509
1177(g) 53510
1177(h) (less (2) (last sentence)) 53511
1177(h)(2) (last sentence) 53512
1177(i) 53513
1177(j) 53514
1177(k)(1)-(3) 53501
1177(k)(4) Rep.
1177(k)(5)—(9) 53501
1177(1) (1st sentence) 53515
1177(1) (2d sentence) 53502
1177(1) (last sentence) 53516
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
1177(m) 53517
1177-1 53501
1177a Rep.
1178-1181 53101 note
1182 Rep.
1183-1185a 53101 note
1187-1187e Rep.
1191 57501
1192 57502
1193(a) 57503
1193(b) 57502
1193(c) (related to construction, 57503
reconstruction, or reconditioning)
1193(c) (related to chartering) 57512
1194 57504
1195 (1st, 2d sentences) 57505
1195 (last sentence) 57506
1196(a) 57512
1196(b) (1st sentence related to 57512
announcement)
1196(b) (1st sentence related to authority) 57515
1196(b) (last sentence) 57513
1197 57515
1198 57516
1199 57517
1200 57518
1201 57511
1202(a) 57519
1202(b), (c) 57520
1202(d) 57521
1203 57514
1204 57531
1205 57532
1206 Rep.
1211, 1212 53101 note
1213(a) (less 3d sentence as related to 53101 note
1121(a))
1213(a) (3d sentence related to 1121(a)) 50103
1213(b) T.49 §109
1214 Rep.
1221 Rep.
1222 Rep.
1223(a) 58101
1223(b) 58102
1223(c) Rep.
1223(d) 58103
1223(e) Rep.
1223(f) 58104
1224, 1225 Rep.
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
1226 58105
1227 58106
1228 (1st, 2d pars.) 58109
1228 (last par.) 505
1241(a) 55302
1241(b) 55305
1241(c) 55303
1241-1 55304
1241a, 1241b 50301
1241b note (limitation on funds for fiscal 50301
year 1957)
1241c 50301
1241d 55311
1241e 55313
1241f(a)—(d) 55314
1241f(e) 55312
1241g 55315
1241h 55316
1241h note (Pub. L. 100-202, § 101(a) [title 55316
V, §501])
1241i Rep.
1241 55317
1241k-1241n Rep.
12410 55314
1241p 55318
1241q 55333
1241r 55332
1241s 55334
1241t(a), (c) 55335
1241t(b) 55336
1241u Rep.
1241v 55331
1242(a) (1st, 2d sentences) 56301
1242(a) (3d sentence) 56303
1242(a) (4th sentence) 56307
1242(a) (last sentence) 56303
1242(b) 56303
1242(c) (1st sentence) 56302
1242(c) (2d sentence) 56304
1242(c) (last sentence) 56303
1242(d) (1st par. words before 2d comma) 56303
1242(d) (1st par. words after 2d comma) 56304
1242(d) (last par.) 56305
1242(e) 56306
1242-1 Rep.
1242a(a) 56501
1242a(b) 56502
1242a(c) 56503
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
1242a(d) 56504
1242a(e) 56502
1243 Rep.
1244(a) 109
1244(b) Rep.
1244(c) 50501
1244(d)—(f) Rep.
1244(g) 114
1245 (1st sentence) Rep.
1245 (last sentence) 101 note
1246 Rep.
1247 50305
1248, 1249 53101 note
1251-1262 Rep.
1271 53701
1272 53717
1273(a) 53702
1273(b) 53711
1273(c) 53709
1273(d) 53705
1273(e) (1st sentence) 53705
1273(e) (last sentence) 53721, 53722
1273(f) 53704
1273(g) 53732
1273(h) 53704
1273(i), (j) 53706
1273a 53707
1274(a) 53706
1274(b)(1) 53707
1274(b)(2) 53709
1274(b)(3)—(7) 53710
1274(b) (last 2 sentences) 53709
1274(c)(1) (1st sentence) 53711
1274(c)(1) (last sentence) 53709
1274(c)(2) 53711
1274(d)(1), (2) 53708
1274(d)(3) 53732
1274(d)(4) 53707
1274(d)(5) Rep.
1274(e) 53714
1274(f)(1) 53713
1274(f)(2), (3) 53708
1274(f)(4) 53713
1274(g) 53717
1274(h) 53710
1274(i) 53709
1274(j) 53732
1274(k) 53712
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections

1274(1) 53703
1274(m) 53712
1274(n) 53703
1274a 53734
1275(a) 53721
1275(b) 53722
1275(c) 53724
1275(d) 53723
1275(e) 53725
1275(f) 53722
1276-1279 Rep.

1279a 53715
1279b (prior provision) Rep.

1279b (added by Pub. L. 107-107) 53716
1279c 53731
1279d 53732
1279e 53733
1279f 53735
12799 53702
1280 53717
1280a 53733
1280b 53718
1281(a)—(c) 53901
1281(d), (e) Rep.

1282 53902
1283(a) (1st, 2d sentences) 53903
1283(a) (last sentence) 53910
1283(b) (1st sentence) 53903
1283(b) (last sentence) 53901
1283(c)—(f) 53903
1284 53903
1285 53905
1286 53904
1287 53907
1288, 1288a 53909
1289(a)(1) 53910
1289(a)(2) 53906
1289(b)—(f) 53910
1290 Rep.

1291 50111
1292 53911
1293 53908
1294 53912
1295 (1st sentence) 51101
1295 (last sentence cl. (1)) 51103
1295 (last sentence cl. (2)) 51104
1295a 51102
1295b(a) 51301
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Title 46 or Title 46

Appendix Former Sections
1295b(b)(1)—(3)(C)
1295b(b)(3)(D)
1295b(b)(3)(E)
1295b(b)(3)(F)
1295b(b)(3)(G)
1295hb(b)(4)
1295b(b)(5)—(7)
1295b(b)(8)
1295b(c)
1295h(d)
1295b(e)(1)—(4)
1295h(e)(5)
1295b(f)
1295b(g)
1295hb(h)
1295b(i)
1295b(j)
1295c(a)
1295c¢(b)
1295c¢(c)(1), (2)
1295c¢(c)(3)(A)
1295¢(c)(3)(B)
1295¢(d)(1)
1295c¢(d)(2)
1295c(e)
1295¢(f)
1295¢(g)(1)—(6)
1295¢(g)(7)
1295c(g)(8)
1295c¢(h)
1295c note (Pub. L. 101-115, §4)
1295c-1
1295d(a), (b)
1295d(c)
1295e
1295f(a), (b)
1295f(c)
1295f(d)(1)
1295f(d)(2), (3)
1295g(a)
1295g(b)—(d)
1295g(e)(1)
1295g(e)(2)-(5)
1300-1315
1331-1341
1351-1364
1381-1388
1401-1413

Title 46 New Sections

51302
51303
51305
51311
Rep.
Rep.
51304
51309
51311
51308
51306
51310
51307
51309
51312
51313
51314
51501
51503
51504
51507
51508
51505
51501
51502
51506
51509
51510
51509
51511
51504
T. 49 §109
51703
51704
51701
51702
2101(17), 3301(2), 3306, 3307(1)
51702
3318(g)
Rep.
51103
2101(17)
Rep.
30701 note
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
1451 Rep.
1452(1)(A), (B) 2101(25)
1452(1)(C) 2101(42)
1452(2) 2101(45)
1452(3) 2101(41)
1452(5) 2101(21)(D)
1452(7) 2101(26)
1452(8) 2101(1)
1452(9) 2101(34)
1452(10) 2102(2)
1452(11) 2102(1)
1452(12) 2102(4)
1452(13) 2102(5)
1452(14) 2102(3)
1453 4105, 4301
1454, 1455 4302
1456 4302(a)(3)
1457 4303
1458 4305
1459 4306
1460 4304, 4306
1461(a) 4307(a)
1461(b) 4311(f)
1461(c) 4307(b)
1461(d) 2302(a), (b)
1461(e) 8903
1461(f) 8903, 8905(a)
1462 4308
1463 4309
1464 4310
1464(g) 4302
1465 2303
1466 12301
1467 12302
1468 12303
1469 12304
1470 12305
1471 12306
1472 12307
1473 12308
1474 13101
1475 13102
1476 13103
1477 13104
1478 13105
1479 13106
1479a 13107
1480 13108
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections

Appendix Former Sections
1481 13109
1482 13110
1483 2302(b), 4311(a), 12309(a)
1484(a) 4311(b)
1484(b) 2106, 2302(a), (c), 4311(c), 12309(b)
1484(c) 2107
1484(d) 4311(d), 12309(c)
1485 2305, 4311(e)
1486 6101, 6102
1487 Rep.
1488 4302
1489 4311(g)
1501 80501
1502(a) (related to application of 80502
Convention)
1502(a) (related to approval and 80504
examination)
1502(b) Rep.
1503(a)—(c)(1) 80503
1503(c)(2) 80506
1503(c)(3) 80503
1503(d) 80506
1503(e) 80503
1504 80505
1505 80509
1506 80507
1507 80508
1508 Rep.
1601-1603 T.49 §109
1604-1608 Rep.
1609 T. 49 §109 note
1610 Elim.
1701 40101
1702 40102
1703 40301
1704(a) 40302
1704(b)—(d) 40303
1704(e) (less last sentence) 40305
1704(e) (last sentence) 40301
1704(f) 40301
1704(g) 40303
1705(a)—(f) 40304
1705(g)—(i) 41307
1705(j)) 40306
1705(k) 41307
1706 40307
1707(a), (b) 40501
1707(c) 40502
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections

1707(d) 40501
1707(e) 40503
1707(f), (g) 40501
1707a Rep.
1708(a) 40701
1708(b) 40702
1708(c) (1st sentence) 40703
1708(c) (last sentence), (d) 40704
1708(e) 40705
1708(f) 40706
1709(a) 41102
1709(b)(1)—(12) 41104
1709(b)(13), (words after cl. (13)) 41103
1709(c) 41105
1709(d)(1) 41102
1709(d)(2) 41106
1709(d)(3) (related to (b)(10)) 41106
1709(d)(3) (related to (b)(13)) 41103
1709(d)(4) 41106
1709(d)(5) 41103
1709(e) 41101
1710(a), (b) 41301
1710(c) (1st-3d sentences) 41302
1710(c) (last sentence) 41307
1710(d)—(f) 41302
1710(g) (related to time limit) 41301
1710(g) (less time limit) 41305
1710(h)(1) 41307
1710(h)(2) 41306
1710a(a) 42301
1710a(b), (c) 42302
1710a(d) 42303
1710a(e)(1), (2) 42304
1710a(e)(3) 42306
1710a(f) 42305
1710a(g) 306
1710a(h) (related to 876(a)(2)) 42101
1710a(h) (related to 1712(b)(6)) 41108
1710a()) 42307
1711 41303
1712(a) 41107
1712(b) 41108
1712(c)—(f) 41109
1713(a), (b) 41304
1713(c) 41308
1713(d) 41309
1713(e) 41308, 41309
1714 40104
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Title 46 or Title 46 Title 46 New Sections
Appendix Former Sections

1715 40103
1716 305
1717 Rep.
1718(a) 40901
1718(b) 40902
1718(c) 40903
1718(d) 40901
1718(e) 40904
1719(a)—(c) Rep.
1719(d) 40101 note
1719(e) Rep.
1720 Rep.
1721 Rep.
1801 70302
1802 70306
1803 70303
1804 70304
1805 70305
1806 Rep.
1807 70301
1808 Rep.
1809 70306
1901 Rep.
1902 70501
1903(a) 70503
1903(b), (c) 70502
1903(d) 70505
1903(e) 70503
1903(f) 70504
1903(g) 70506
1903(h) 70503
1903(i) 70502
1903(j) 70506
1904 70507
2001 51901
2002 51901
2003 51902
2004(a) 51903
2004(b) 51904
2004(c) 51907
2004(d) 51901
2005 51905
2006 51906
2007 51908
12101 note (Pub. L. 104-324, § 1117) 55113
12102 note (Pub. L. 105-277, § 203(b)—(e)) 12113
12106 note (Pub. L. 105-383, 8§ 502-504) 12121
12119 note (Pub. L. 107—295, § 403) 12138
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Enacting Clauses

Pub. L. 100-710, title I, §102(a), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4738, provided that: “Certain general and permanent laws
of the United States, related to definitions and maritime commercial instruments and liens, are revised, consolidated,
and enacted by paragraph (3) of this subsection [probably means subsection (c) of this section] as subtitle 11 of title
46, United States Code, * Shipping’.”

Pub. L. 98-89, 81, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 500, provided in part that: “Certain general and permanent laws of the
United States, related to vessels and seamen, are revised, consolidated, and enacted as title 46, United States Code,
‘Shipping’ ”.

Legislative Purpose and Construction

Pub. L. 109-304, § 2, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1485, provided that:

“(@) Purpose—The purpose of this Act [see Tablesfor classification] isto complete the codification of title 46, United
States Code, “ Shipping”, as positive law, by reorganizing and restating the laws currently in the appendix to title 46.

“(b) Conformity With Original Intent.—In the codification of lawsby thisAct, theintent isto conform to the understood
policy, intent, and purpose of the Congressin the original enactments, with such amendments and corrections as will
remove ambiguities, contradictions, and other imperfections, in accordance with section 205(c)(1) of House Resolution
No. 988, 93d Congress, as enacted into law by Public Law 93-554 (2 U.S.C. 285b (1)).”

Pub. L. 109-304, § 18, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1709, provided that:

“(a) Cutoff Date—This Act [see Tables for classification] replaces certain provisions enacted on or before April 30,
2005. If alaw enacted after that date amends or repeals a provision replaced by this Act, that |aw is deemed to amend or
repeal, asthe case may be, the corresponding provision enacted by this Act. If alaw enacted after that dateis otherwise
inconsistent with this Act, it supersedes this Act to the extent of the inconsistency.

“(b) Original Date of Enactment Unchanged.—For purposes of determining whether one provision supersedes another
based on enactment later in time, the date of enactment of a provision enacted by this Act is deemed to be the date
of enactment of the provision it replaced.

“(c) References to Provisions Replaced.—A reference to a provision replaced by this Act is deemed to refer to the
corresponding provision enacted by this Act.

“(d) Laws Governing Applicability of Prior Amendments—This Act does not affect any law governing the
applicability of an amendment to aprovision replaced by thisAct, notwithstanding the repeal by thisAct of the provision
that was amended. To the extent that any such law governed the applicability of a provision replaced by this Act, that
law governs the applicability of the corresponding provision enacted by this Act.

“(e) Regulations, Orders, and Other Administrative Actions—A regulation, order, or other administrative action in
effect under aprovision replaced by this Act continuesin effect under the corresponding provision enacted by this Act.

“(f) Actions Taken and Offenses Committed.—An action taken or an offense committed under a provision replaced by
this Act is deemed to have been taken or committed under the corresponding provision enacted by this Act.”

Pub. L. 100710, title I, § 105, Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4751, provided that:

“(a) A reference to alaw replaced by section 102 of this Act [see Tables for classification], including areferencein a
regulation, order, or other law, is deemed to refer to the corresponding provision of this Act.

“(b) An order, rule, or regulation in effect under alaw replaced by section 102 of this Act continuesin effect under the
corresponding provision of this Act until repealed, amended, or superseded.

“(c) An action taken or an offense committed under alaw replaced by section 102 of this Act is deemed to have been
taken or committed under the corresponding provision of this Act.

“(d) An inference of legidative construction is not to be drawn by reason of the caption or catch line of a provision
enacted by section 102 of this Act.

“(e) If aprovision of this Act isheld invalid, al valid provisions that are severable from the invalid provision remain
in effect. If aprovision of this Act is held invalid in any of its applications, the provision remains valid for all valid
applications that are severable from any of the invalid applications.”

Pub. L. 99-509, title V, subtitle B, § 5103(a)—(f), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1927, provided that:

“(a) Lawseffective after January 1, 1986, that areinconsistent with thissubtitle [see Tablesfor classification] supersede
this subtitle to the extent of the inconsistency.

“(b) A referenceto alaw replaced by this subtitle, including areference in aregulation, order, or other law, is deemed
to refer to the corresponding provision of this subtitle.
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“(c) An order, rule, or regulation in effect under a law replaced by this subtitle continues in effect under the
corresponding provision of this subtitle until repealed, amended, or superseded.

“(d) An action taken or an offense committed under a law replaced by this subtitle is deemed to have been taken or
committed under the corresponding provision of this subtitle.

“(e) An inference of legislative construction is not to be drawn by reason of the caption or catch line of a provision
enacted by this subtitle.

“(f) If aprovision enacted by thissubtitleisheld invalid, al valid provisionsthat are severablefromtheinvalid provision
remain in effect. If aprovision of this subtitleis held invalid in one or more of its applications, the provision remains
in effect in al valid applications that are severable from the invalid application or applications.”

Pub. L. 98-89, 8§ 2(a)—f), Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 598, provided that:

“(a) Lawseffective after December 31, 1982, that are inconsistent with this Act [see Tablesfor classification] supersede
this Act to the extent of the inconsistency.

“(b) A referenceto alaw replaced by this Act, including areference in aregulation, order, or other law, is deemed to
refer to the corresponding provision of this Act.

“(c) Anorder, rule, or regulation in effect under alaw replaced by this Act continues in effect under the corresponding
provision of this Act until repealed, amended, or superseded.

“(d) An action taken or an offense committed under a law replaced by this Act is deemed to have been taken or
committed under the corresponding provision of this Act.

“(e) An inference of legidlative construction is not to be drawn by reason of the caption or catch line of a provision
enacted by this Act.

“(f) If aprovision enacted by this Act isheld invalid, all valid provisions that are severable from the invalid provision
remain in effect. If aprovision of this Act is held invalid in one or more of its applications, the provision remainsin
effectin al valid applications that are severable from the invalid application or applications.”

Codification of Shipping and Maritime Laws by Federal Maritime Commission
and Secretary of Transportation

Pub. L. 98-89, § 2(j), Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 599, provided that: “Within 2 years after the date of enactment of thisAct
[Aug. 26, 1983], the Federal Maritime Commission and the Secretary of Transportation each shall submit to Congress
aproposed codification of the laws within their respective jurisdictions related to shipping and maritime matters.”

Repeals and Savings Provisions

Pub. L. 109-304, §19, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1710, as amended by Pub. L. 110-181, div. C, title XXXV, §
3529(b)(1)(C), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 603, repeal ed specified laws relating to shipping, except with respect to rights
and duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before Oct. 6, 2006.

Pub. L. 100-710, title |, § 106(a), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4752, provided that: “ The repeal of alaw by thistitle may
not be construed as a legislative implication that the provision was or was not in effect before its repeal.”

Pub. L. 100-710, title |, § 106(b), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4752, repealed specified laws relating to shipping, except
for rights and duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun before the effective
date of thistitle, whichis Jan. 1, 1989, with certain exceptions and qualifications, see section 107 of Pub. L. 100-710,
set out as an Effective Date note under section 31301 of thistitle.

Pub. L. 99-5009, title V, subtitle B, § 5104(a), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1928, provided that: “ The reped of alaw by this
subtitle may not be construed as a legislative implication that the provision was or was not in effect before its repeal .”

Pub. L. 99-509, titleV, subtitle B, § 5104(b), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1928, repeal ed specified lawsrelating to shipping,
except for rights and duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun before Oct.
21, 1986.

Pub. L. 98-89, §4(a), Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 599, provided that: “ The repeal of alaw by this Act may not be construed
as alegidative implication that the provision was or was not in effect before its repeal.”

Pub. L. 98-89, §4(b), Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 599, repealed specified laws relating to shipping, except for rights and
duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun before Aug. 26, 1983, and except
as provided by section 2 of Pub. L. 98-89, set out as notes above and notes under sections 3101, 3302, 3715, and
6301 of thistitle.
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Subtitle I—Vessels and Seamen

Part A—General Provisions
Chapter ...Sec.

21. Generd ...2101

23. Operation of Vessels Generally ...2301

Part B—Inspection and Regulation of Vessels
31. Generd ...3101

32. Management of Vessels ...3201

33. Inspection Generally ...3301

35. Carriage of Passengers ...3501

37. Carriage of Liquid Bulk Dangerous Cargoes ...3701

[39. Repealed.]

41. Uninspected Vessels Generally ...4101

43. Recreationa Vessels ...4301

45. Uninspected Commercial Fishing Industry Vessels ...4501
47. Abandonment of Barges ...4701

Part C—Load Lines of Vessels
51. Load Lines ...5101

Part D—Marine Casualties
61. Reporting Marine Casualties ...6101
63. Investigating Marine Casualties ...6301

Part E—Merchant Seamen Licenses, Certificates, and Documents
71. Licenses and Certificates of Registry ...7101

73. Merchant Mariners' Documents ...7301

75. Genera Procedures for Licensing, Certification, and Documentation ...7501

77. Suspension and Revocation ...7701

Part F—Manning of Vessels

81. General ...8101

83. Masters and Officers ...8301

85. Pilots ...8501

87. Unlicensed Personnel ...8701

89. Small Vessd Manning ...8901

91. Tank Vessel Manning Standards ...9101
93. Great Lakes Pilotage ...9301

Part G—Merchant Seamen Protection and Relief
101. Genera ...10101

103. Foreign and Intercoastal Voyages ...10301
105. Coastwise Voyages ...10501

106. Fishing Voyages ...10601

107. Effects of Deceased Seamen ...10701
109. Proceedings on Unseaworthiness ...10901
111. Protection and Relief ...11101

112. Merchant Mariner Benefits ...11201

113. Official Logbooks ...11301

115. Offenses and Pendlties ...11501

Part H—Identification of Vessels
121. Documentation of Vessels ...12101

123. Numbering Undocumented Vessels ...12301
125. Vessel Identification System ...12501

Part |—State Boating Safety Programs
131. Recreational Boating Safety ...13101

Part J—Measurement of Vessels
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141. Generd ...14101

143. Convention Measurement ...14301
145. Regulatory Measurement ...14501
147. Pendlties ...14701
Amendments

2006—Pub. L. 109-304, §15(1), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1702, in each chapter item, capitalized first letter of each
word containing 4 or more letters, struck out item for chapter 39 “ Carriage of animals’, and substituted “ Uninspected
Commercia Fishing Industry Vessels’ for “Fish processing vessels’ in item 45.

2000—Pub. L. 106-398, § 1 [[div. A], title X, § 1087(g)(6)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A—294, substituted
“mariner benefits’ for “Mariner Benefits’ initem 112.

1998—Pub. L. 105-368, title IV, 8§ 402(b), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3337, added item 112.

1996—Pub. L. 104-324, title VI, § 602(b), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3930, added item 32.

1992—Pub. L. 102-587, title V, 85304, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 5083, added item 47.

1988—Pub. L. 100-710, title |, § 101(b), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4738, added item 125.

Pub. L. 100424, § 6(b), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 1592, added item 106.

1986—Pub. L. 99-509, title V, §5101(1), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1913, inserted items for parts C and J.

1985—Pub. L. 99-36, 8 1(a)(9)(A), May 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 67, substituted “ Merchant Seamen Licenses, Certifications,
and” for “Licenses, Certificates, and Merchant Mariners' ” in heading for part E.

1984—Pub. L. 98-364, title 1V, §402(7)(A), July 17, 1984, 98 Stat. 446, inserted “generally” in item 41, reenacted
item 43 without change, and added item 45.
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Part A—General Provisions

Historical and Revision Notes

Part A containsgeneral provisionsthat apply throughout the subtitle and provisionsthat apply generally to the operation
of all vessels.




TITLE 46 - Section 2301 - Application

NB: This unofficial compilation of the U.S Codeis current as of Feb.1, 2010 (see http://mwww.law.cor nell.edu/uscode/uscprint.html).

CHAPTER 23—OPERATION OF VESSELS GENERALLY
Sec.

2301. Application.

2302. Penalties for negligent operations and interfering with safe operation.
2303. Duties related to marine casualty assistance and information.

2303a. Post serious marine casualty alcohol testing.

2304. Duty to provide assistance at sea.

2305. Injunctions.

2306. Vessel reporting requirements.

2307. Limitation of liability for Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service pilots.

Historical and Revision Notes

Chapter 23 lists requirements that relate to the general operation of all vessels. These include penalties and injunctive
relief for negligent operation of avessel. It also provides penalties for failure to render assistance.

Amendments
2002—Pub. L. 107-295, title IV, § 431(b), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2128, added item 2307.

1998—Pub. L. 105-383, title 111, 88 302(b), 304 (d)(2), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3418, 3420, added item 2302, struck
out former item 2302 “Penalties for negligent operations’, and added item 2303a.

1984—Pub. L. 98-498, title 11, § 212(a)(1), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2305, added item 2306.

§2301. Application

Except as provided in sections 2304 and 2306 of thistitle, this chapter appliesto avessel operated
on waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United States (including the territorial seaof the United
States as described in Presidential Proclamation No. 5928 of December 27, 1988) and, for avessel
owned in the United States, on the high seas.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 508; Pub. L. 98-498, title I, § 212(a)(2), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat.
2305; Pub. L. 105-383, title 111, § 301(b)(2), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3417; Pub. L. 109-304, § 15(7),
Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1702.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)
2301 46:480

Section 2301 provides that this chapter is applicable to al vessels, including foreign flag vessels, when
operating on waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. Any vessel owned in the United States
while operating on the high seas would be included. By ownership the Committee means those vessels that
aredocumented or numbered under United Stateslaws and those other vessel sthat are neither documented or
numbered but are of national origin and are not documented under the laws of aforeign nation. This chapter
is applicable to a foreign flag vessel that is in innocent passage through territorial waters of the United
States, presently 3 miles seaward, whether or not it is bound to or from a port subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States.

References in Text
Presidential Proclamation No. 5928, referred to in text, is set out under section 1331 of Title 43, Public Lands.

Amendments

2006—Pub. L. 109-304 substituted “ sections 2304 and” for “section”.
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1998—Pub. L. 105-383 inserted “(including the territorial sea of the United States as described in Presidential
Proclamation No. 5928 of December 27, 1988)” after “of the United States”.

1984—Pub. L. 98498 substituted “ Except as provided in section 2306 of thistitle, this chapter” for “ This chapter”.

Effective Date of 1984 Amendment

Amendment by Pub. L. 98-498 effective 180 days after Oct. 19, 1984, see section 214 of Pub. L. 98-498, set out as
an Effective Date note under section 2306 of thistitle.

§2302. Penalties for negligent operations and interfering with safe operation

(a) A person operating avessel in anegligent manner or interfering with the safe operation of avessel,
so as to endanger the life, limb, or property of a person is liable to the United States Government for
acivil penalty of not more than $5,000 in the case of a recreational vessdl, or $25,000 in the case of
any other vessdl.
(b) A person operating avessel in agrossly negligent manner that endangersthelife, limb, or property
of aperson commits aclass A misdemeanor.
(¢) Anindividual who is under the influence of alcohol, or a dangerous drug in violation of alaw of
the United States when operating a vessel, as determined under standards prescribed by the Secretary
by regulation—

(1) isliableto the United States Government for a civil penalty of not more than $5,000; or

(2) commitsaclass A misdemeanor.
(d) For apenalty imposed under this section, the vessel also isliablein rem unless the vessdl is—

(1) owned by a State or a political subdivision of a State;

(2) operated principally for governmental purposes; and

(3) identified clearly asavessel of that State or subdivision.

© (1) A vessal may not transport Government-impelled cargoes if—

(A) the vessel has been detained and determined to be substandard by the Secretary for
violation of an international safety convention to which the United States is a party, and
the Secretary has published notice of that detention and determination in an electronic form,
including the name of the owner of the vessel; or

(B) the operator of the vessel has on more than one occasion had a vessel detained
and determined to be substandard by the Secretary for violation of an international safety
convention to which the United States is a party, and the Secretary has published notice of
that detention and determination in an electronic form, including the name of the owner of
the vessel.
(2) The prohibition in paragraph (1) expiresfor avessel on the earlier of—
(A) 1 year after the date of the publication in electronic form on which the prohibition is
based; or
(B) any date onwhichthe owner or operator of the vessel prevailsin an appeal of theviolation
of the relevant international convention on which the detention is based.
(3) Asused in this subsection, the term “ Government-impelled cargo” means cargo for which a
Federal agency contracts directly for shipping by water or for which (or the freight of which) a
Federal agency provides financing, including financing by grant, loan, or loan guarantee, resulting
in shipment of the cargo by water.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 508; Pub. L. 98-557, § 7(a), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2862; Pub. L.
101-380, title 1V, §8§ 4105(b)(2), 4302 (a), Aug. 18, 1990, 104 Stat. 513, 537; Pub. L. 102-587, title V/, §
5102, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 5071; Pub. L. 105-383, title 111, §§ 302(a), 304 (c), title IV, § 408(a), Nov.
13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3417, 3419, 3430; Pub. L. 107-295, title 111, § 325, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2105.)
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Historical and Revision Notes

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)
2302(a) 46:1461(d)
46:1484(b)
2302(b) 46:1461(d)
46:1483
2302(c) 46:1484(b)

Section 2302 states that the negligent operation of avessdl is prohibited. These acts are subject to civil and
criminal penalties and the involved vessel is subject to an in rem action. The negligent operation provisions
have their genesis in the Act of April 25, 1940, 54 Stat. 167, when Congress prescribed that no person
shall operate any motorboat or any vessel in a reckless or negligent manner. This provision was directed
a al vessels and not those solely engaged in recreational boating. When the Federal Boat Safety Act of
1971, P.L. 92—75, 85 Stat. 217 (46 U.S.C. 1461) was enacted it adopted the reckless or negligent operation
provisionsof the 1940 Act. It adopted for thefirst time aprovision for assessing civil penaltiesin addition to
criminal penalties. It dropped the word “reckless’ because of redundancy. It also combined the two classes
of vessels; “any motorboat or any vessel” into one class by using the word “vessel” and defined vessel as
including every description of watercraft.

Amendments

2002—Subsec. (8). Pub. L. 107—295 substituted “$5,000 in the case of a recreational vessel, or $25,000 in the case
of any other vessel” for “$1,000"

1998—Pub. L. 105-383, §302(a)(1), substituted “Penalties for negligent operations and interfering with safe
operation” for “Penalties for negligent operations’ in section catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-383, §302(a)(2), substituted “or interfering with the safe operation of a vessel, so as to
endanger” for “that endangers”.

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 105-383, § 304(c), substituted “ $5,000; or” for “$1,000 for afirst violation and not more than
$5,000 for a subsequent violation; or”.

Subsec. (€). Pub. L. 105-383, § 408(a), added subsec. (€).

1992—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 102-587 substituted “$1,000 for a first violation and not more than $5,000 for a
subsequent violation” for “$1,000".

1990—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101-380, § 4302(a)(1), substituted “commits a class A misdemeanor” for “shall be fined
not more than $5,000, imprisoned for not more than one year, or both”.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 101380, 8§ 4105(b)(2), 4302 (a)(2)(A), substituted “ under theinfluence of alcohoal, or adangerous
drug in violation of alaw of the United States’ for “intoxicated” and struck out “, shall be” after “by the Secretary
by regulation”.

Subsec. (€)(1). Pub. L. 101-380, § 4302(a)(2)(B), substituted “isliable” for “liable”.

Subsec. (€)(2). Pub. L. 101-380, §4302(a)(2)(C), amended par. (2) generaly. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as
follows: “fined not more than $5,000, imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.”

1984—Subsecs. (), (d). Pub. L. 98-557 added subsec. (c) and redesignated former subsec. (¢) as (d).

Effective Date of 1998 Amendment

Pub. L. 105-383, title 1V, § 408(b), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3431, provided that: “ The amendment made by subsection
(a) [amending this section] takes effect January 1, 1999.”

Effective Date of 1990 Amendment

Amendment by Pub. L. 101-380 applicable to incidents occurring after Aug. 18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L.
101-380, set out as an Effective Date note under section 2701 of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters.
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§2303. Duties related to marine casualty assistance and information

(@) The master or individua in charge of avessel involved in amarine casualty shall—
(1) render necessary assistance to each individual affected to save that affected individual from
danger caused by the marine casualty, so far asthe master or individual in charge can do so without
serious danger to the master’ s or individual’ s vessdl or to individuals on board; and
(2) givethemaster’sorindividual’s nameand addressand identification of the vessel to the master
or individua in charge of any other vessel involved in the casualty, to any individual injured, and
to the owner of any property damaged.
(b) Anindividua violating this section or aregulation prescribed under this section shall be fined not
more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more than 2 years. The vessel also isliablein rem to the United
States Government for the fine.
() An individua complying with subsection (a) of this section or gratuitously and in good faith
rendering assistance at the scene of a marine casualty without objection by an individual assisted,
is not liable for damages as a result of rendering assistance or for an act or omission in providing
or arranging salvage, towage, medical treatment, or other assistance when the individual acts as an
ordinary, reasonable, and prudent individual would have acted under the circumstances.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 509.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)
2303(a) 33:367
46:1465(a)
2303(b) 33:368
2303(c) 46:1465(b)

Section 2303 requires amaster or anyone in charge of avessel to provide assistance and render aid to those
involved in amarine casualty and to exchange information in amanner similar to automobile accident cases.
It alsoincludes a“Good Samaritan” clause that exonerates anyone from liability when rendering assistance
in an ordinary, reasonable, or prudent manner.

§ 2303a. Post serious marine casualty alcohol testing

(&) The Secretary shall establish procedures to ensure that after a serious marine casualty occurs,
alcohol testing of crew members or other persons responsible for the operation or other safety-sensitive
functions of the vessel or vessels involved in such casualty is conducted no later than 2 hours after
the casualty occurs, unless such testing cannot be completed within that time due to safety concerns
directly related to the casualty.

(b) The procedures in subsection (a) shall require that if alcohol testing cannot be completed within
2 hours of the occurrence of the casualty, such testing shall be conducted as soon thereafter as the
safety concerns in subsection (a) have been adequately addressed to permit such testing, except that
such testing may not be required more than 8 hours after the casualty occurs.

(Added Pub. L. 105-383, title 111, § 304(d)(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3419.)

§2304. Duty to provide assistance at sea

(@
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(1) A master or individual in charge of avessel shall render assistance to any individual found at
seain danger of being lost, so far as the master or individual in charge can do so without serious
danger to the master’s or individual’ s vessel or individuals on board.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to a vessel of war or a vessel owned by the United States
Government appropriated only to a public service.

(b) A master or individual violating this section shall be fined not more than $1,000, imprisoned for
not more than 2 years, or both.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 509; Pub. L. 109-304, § 15(8), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1703.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)
2304 46:728

Section 2304 requires a master or individual in charge of avessel to render assistance to those in danger at
seaif able to do so without seriously endangering the vessel or crew.

Amendments
2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109-304 designated existing provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2).

8 2305. Injunctions
(&) Thedistrict courtsof the United States have jurisdiction to enjoin the negligent operation of vessels
prohibited by this chapter on the petition of the Attorney General for the United States Government.
(b) When practicable, the Secretary shall—

(1) givenoticeto any person against whom an action for injunctive relief is considered under this
section an opportunity to present that person’s views; and

(2) except for aknowing and willful violation, give the person areasonable opportunity to achieve
compliance.

(c) Thefailureto give notice and opportunity to present views under subsection (b) of this section does
not preclude the court from granting appropriate relief.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 509.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)
2305 46:1485

Section 2305 provides injunctive authority to enjoin the negligent operation of vessels. This authority can
also be used to enjoin the operation of foreign or domestic vessels on our waters when they are unsuitable
for the voyage intended.

§2306. Vessel reporting requirements

(@ (1) An owner, charterer, managing operator, or agent of a vessel of the United States, having
reason to believe (because of lack of communication with or nonappearance of a vessel or any
other incident) that the vessel may have been lost or imperiled, immediately shall—

(A) notify the Coast Guard; and
(B) useall available meansto determine the status of the vessel.
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(2) When more than 48 hours have passed since the owner, charterer, managing operator, or agent
of avessel required to report to the United States Flag Merchant Vessel Location Filing System
under authority of section 50113 of this title has received a communication from the vessel, the
owner, charterer, managing operator, or agent immediately shall—

(A) natify the Coast Guard; and

(B) useadl available meansto determine the status of the vessel.
(3) A person notifying the Coast Guard under paragraph (1) or (2) of this subsection shall provide
the name and identification number of the vessel, the names of individuals on board, and other
information that may be requested by the Coast Guard. The owner, charterer, managing operator,
or agent also shall submit written confirmation to the Coast Guard within 24 hours after nonwritten
notification to the Coast Guard under those paragraphs.
(4) An owner, charterer, managing operator, or agent violating this subsection is liable to the
United States Government for a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 for each day during which
the violation occurs.

(b) (1) The master of avessel of the United States required to report to the System shall report to the
owner, charterer, managing operator, or agent at least once every 48 hours.

(2) A master violating this subsection is liable to the Government for a civil penalty of not more
than $1,000 for each day during which the violation occurs.

(c) The Secretary may prescribe regulations to carry out this section.

(Added Pub. L. 98-498, title 11, § 212(a)(3), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2305; amended Pub. L. 109-304, §
15(9), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1703.)

Amendments

2006—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 109-304 substituted “section 50113 of thistitle” for “section 212(A) of the Merchant
Marine Act, 1936 (46 App. U.S.C. 11223),”.

Effective Date

Pub. L. 98498, title II, §214, Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2306, provided that: “ Sections 211(a) and 212 of this subtitle
[enacting this section and amending sections 2302, 3309, 6101, and 6103 of thistitle] are effective one hundred and
eighty days after the date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 19, 1984].”

Transfer of Functions

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities and functions
of the Secretary of Transportation relating thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, and for treatment of
related references, see sections 468 (b), 551 (d), 552 (d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 542
of Title6.

§ 2307. Limitation of liability for Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service pilots

Any pilot, acting in the course and scope of his or her duties while at a United States Coast
Guard Vessel Traffic Service, who provides information, advice, or communication assistance
while under the supervision of a Coast Guard officer, member, or employee shall not be liable for
damages caused by or related to such assistance unless the acts or omissions of such pilot constitute
gross negligence or willful misconduct.

(Added Pub. L. 107295, title IV, § 431(a), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2128.)
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NB: This unofficial compilation of the U.S Codeis current as of Feb.1, 2010 (see http://mwww.law.cor nell.edu/uscode/uscprint.html).

Transfer of Functions

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities and functions
of the Secretary of Transportation relating thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, and for treatment of
related references, see sections 468 (b), 551 (d), 552 (d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 542
of Title 6.
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