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TITLE 33 - NAVIGATION AND NAVIGABLE WATERS
CHAPTER 25 - PORTS AND WATERWAYS SAFETY PROGRAM

§ 1236. Penalties for violations of regulations

For any violation of regulationsissued pursuant to sections 1233 to 1235 of thistitle the following
penalties shall be incurred:
(@) A licensed officer shall be liable to suspension or revocation of license in the manner now
prescribed by law for incompetency or misconduct.
(b) Any person in charge of the navigation of avessel other than alicensed officer shall be liable to
apenalty of $5,000.
(c) Theowner of avessal (including any corporate officer of a corporation owning the vessel) actually
on board shall be liable to a penalty of $5,000, unless the violation of regulations shall have occurred
without his knowledge.
(d) Any other person shall be liable to a penalty of $2,500.

The Commandant of the Coast Guard is authorized and empowered to mitigate or remit any penalty
herein provided for in the manner prescribed by law for the mitigation or remission of penalties for
violation of the navigation laws.

(Apr. 28, 1908, ch. 151, §4, 35 Stat. 69; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, §1, 37 Stat. 736; 1946 Reorg. Plan No.
3, 88101104, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7875, 60 Stat. 1097; Pub. L. 101-380, title IV, §4302(k), Aug.
18, 1990, 104 Stat. 539.)

References in Text

The navigation laws, referred to in text, are classified generaly to thistitle.

Codification
Section was not enacted as part of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act which comprises this chapter.
Section was formerly classified to section 457 of former Title 46, Shipping.

Amendments

1990—Subsecs. (b) to (d). Pub. L. 101-380 substituted “$5,000” for “$500” in subsecs. (b) and (c) and “$2,500” for
“$250" in subsec. (d).

Effective Date of 1990 Amendment

Amendment by Pub. L. 101-380 applicable to incidents occurring after Aug. 18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L.
101380, set out as an Effective Date note under section 2701 of thistitle.

Transfer of Functions

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities and functions
of the Secretary of Transportation relating thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, and for treatment of
related references, see sections 468 (b), 551 (d), 552 (d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 542
of Title6.

Coast Guard transferred to Department of Transportation, and al functions, powers, and dutiesrelating to Coast Guard
of Secretary of the Treasury and of other officers and offices of Department of the Treasury transferred to Secretary of
Transportation by Pub. L. 89-670, § 6(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 938. Section 6(b)(2) of Pub. L. 89-670, however,
provided that notwithstanding such transfer of functions, Coast Guard shall operate as part of Navy in time of war or
when President directs as provided in section 3 of Title 14, Coast Guard. See section 108 of Title 49, Transportation.

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, and agencies of Department of the Treasury, with certain
exceptions, to Secretary of the Treasury with power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, 881, 2, eff. July 31,
1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.
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Functions of Coast Guard, and Commandant of Coast Guard, were excepted from transfer when Coast Guard is
operating as part of Navy under sections 1 and 3 of Title 14.

“Commandant of the Coast Guard” substituted for “Secretary of Commerce” on authority of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of
1946, 88 101-104, set out in the Appendix to Title 5.

Upon incorporation into the Code, the words “ Secretary of Commerce” were substituted for “ Secretary of Commerce
and Labor” to conform to act Mar. 4, 1913, which provided that the Secretary of Commerce and Labor should be
called the Secretary of Commerce.




