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TITLE 42 - THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
CHAPTER 7 - SOCIAL SECURITY

SUBCHAPTER XI - GENERAL PROVISIONS, PEER REVIEW, AND ADMINISTRATIVE
SIMPLIFICATION

Part A - General Provisions

§ 1320a–8b. Attempts to interfere with administration of this chapter

Whoever corruptly or by force or threats of force (including any threatening letter or
communication) attempts to intimidate or impede any officer, employee, or contractor of the Social
Security Administration (including any State employee of a disability determination service or any
other individual designated by the Commissioner of Social Security) acting in an official capacity
to carry out a duty under this chapter, or in any other way corruptly or by force or threats of force
(including any threatening letter or communication) obstructs or impedes, or attempts to obstruct
or impede, the due administration of this chapter, shall be fined not more than $5,000, imprisoned
not more than 3 years, or both, except that if the offense is committed only by threats of force,
the person shall be fined not more than $3,000, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both. In this
subsection, the term “threats of force” means threats of harm to the officer or employee of the
United States or to a contractor of the Social Security Administration, or to a member of the family
of such an officer or employee or contractor.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XI, § 1129B, as added Pub. L. 108–203, title II, § 206, Mar. 2, 2004, 118
Stat. 512.)


