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(a) General Requirements.—
The Secretary of Transportation shall prescribe motor vehicle safety standards. Each standard shall be practicable, meet the need for motor vehicle safety, and be stated in objective terms.



(b) Considerations and Consultation.—When prescribing a motor vehicle safety standard under this chapter, the Secretary shall—
(1)
 consider relevant available motor vehicle safety information;



(2)
 consult with the agency established under the Act of August 20, 1958 (Public Law 85–684, 72 Stat. 635), and other appropriate State or interstate authorities (including legislative committees);



(3)
 consider whether a proposed standard is reasonable, practicable, and appropriate for the particular type of motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment for which it is prescribed; and



(4)
 consider the extent to which the standard will carry out section 30101 of this title.





(c) Cooperation.—
The Secretary may advise, assist, and cooperate with departments, agencies, and instrumentalities of the United States Government, States, and other public and private agencies in developing motor vehicle safety standards.



(d) Effective Dates of Standards.—
The Secretary shall specify the effective date of a motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under this chapter in the order prescribing the standard. A standard may not become effective before the 180th day after the standard is prescribed or later than one year after it is prescribed. However, the Secretary may prescribe a different effective date after finding, for good cause shown, that a different effective date is in the public interest and publishing the reasons for the finding.



(e) 5-Year Plan for Testing Standards.—
The Secretary shall establish and periodically review and update on a continuing basis a 5-year plan for testing motor vehicle safety standards prescribed under this chapter that the Secretary considers capable of being tested. In developing the plan and establishing testing priorities, the Secretary shall consider factors the Secretary considers appropriate, consistent with section 30101 of this title and the Secretary’s other duties and powers under this chapter. The Secretary may change at any time those priorities to address matters the Secretary considers of greater priority. The initial plan may be the 5-year plan for compliance testing in effect on December 18, 1991.



(f) Motor Vehicle Safety Guidelines.—
(1) In general.—
No guidelines issued by the Secretary with respect to motor vehicle safety shall confer any rights on any person, State, or locality, nor shall operate to bind the Secretary or any person to the approach recommended in such guidelines. In any enforcement action with respect to motor vehicle safety, the Secretary shall allege a violation of a provision of this subtitle, a motor vehicle safety standard issued under this subtitle, or another relevant statute or regulation. The Secretary may not base an enforcement action on, or execute a consent order based on, practices that are alleged to be inconsistent with any such guidelines, unless the practices allegedly violate a provision of this subtitle, a motor vehicle safety standard issued under this subtitle, or another relevant statute or regulation.



(2) Rule of construction.—
Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to confer any authority upon or negate any authority of the Secretary to issue guidelines under this chapter.





(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 944; Pub. L. 114–94, div. B, title XXIV, § 24406, Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1725.)














	
Historical and Revision Notes


	
Revised

Section

	
Source (U.S. Code)

	
Source (Statutes at Large)


	
30111(a)

	
15:1392(a), (b), (e) (1st sentence).

	
Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, §§ 102(13), 103(a)–(c), (e), (f), 107 (related to standards), 80 Stat. 719, 721.


	
30111(b)

	
15:1391(13).

	
	
 

	
15:1392(f).

	
	
30111(c)

	
15:1396 (related to standards).

	
	
30111(d)

	
15:1392(c), (e) (last sentence).

	
	
30111(e)

	
15:1392(j).

	
Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 80 Stat. 718, § 103(j); added Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102–240, § 2505, 105 Stat. 2084.






In subsection (a), the words “shall prescribe” are substituted for “shall establish by order” in 15:1392(a) and “may by order” in 15:1392(e) (1st sentence) for consistency. The words “amend or revoke” in 15:1392(e) (1st sentence) and 1397(b)(1) (last sentence) are omitted because they are included in “prescribe”. The words “appropriate Federal” in 15:1392(a) and “Federal” in 15:1392(e) (1st sentence) are omitted as surplus. The words “established under this section” are omitted because of the restatement. The text of 15:1392(b) is omitted as surplus because 5:chs. 5, subch. II, and 7 apply unless otherwise stated.

In subsection (b)(1), the words “including the results of research, development, testing and evaluation activities conducted pursuant to this chapter” are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b)(2), the words “agency established under the Act of August 20, 1958 (Public Law 85–684, 72 Stat. 635)” are substituted for 15:1391(13) and “the Vehicle Equipment Safety Commission” in 15:1392(f) because of the restatement. The citation in parenthesis is included only for information purposes.

In subsection (b)(4), the words “contribute to” are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c), the words “departments, agencies, and instrumentalities of the United States Government, States, and other public and private agencies” are substituted for “other Federal departments and agencies, and State and other interested public and private agencies” for consistency. The words “planning and” are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (d), the words “The Secretary” are added for clarity. The words “effective date” are substituted for “the date . . . is to take effect” to eliminate unnecessary words. The words “under this chapter” are added for clarity. The words “However, the Secretary may prescribe a different effective date” are substituted for “unless the Secretary” for clarity. The word “different” is substituted for “earlier or later” to eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (e), the words “duties and powers” are substituted for “responsibilities”, and the word “change” is substituted for “adjust”, and for clarity and consistency in the revised title.



Editorial Notes


References in Text
Act of August 20, 1958, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), is set out as a note under former section 313 of Title 23, Highways.



Amendments
2015—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 114–94 added subsec. (f).



Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

Underride Protection
Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title III, § 23011, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 768, provided that:

“(a) Definitions.—In this section:
“(1) Committee.—
The term ‘Committee’ means the Advisory Committee on Underride Protection established under subsection (d)(1).



“(2) Motor carrier.—
The term ‘motor carrier’ has the meaning given the term in section 13102 of title 49, United States Code.



“(3) Passenger motor vehicle.—
The term ‘passenger motor vehicle’ has the meaning given the term in section 32101 of title 49, United States Code.



“(4) Underride crash.—
The term ‘underride crash’ means a crash in which a trailer or semitrailer intrudes into the passenger compartment of a passenger motor vehicle.





“(b) Rear Underride Guards.—
“(1) Trailers and semitrailers.—
“(A) In general.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Secretary [of Transportation] shall promulgate such regulations as are necessary to revise sections 571.223 and 571.224 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (relating to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard Numbers 223 and 224, respectively), to require trailers and semitrailers manufactured after the date on which those regulations are promulgated to be equipped with rear impact guards that are designed to prevent passenger compartment intrusion from a trailer or semitrailer when a passenger motor vehicle traveling at 35 miles per hour makes—
“(i)
 an impact in which the passenger motor vehicle impacts the center of the rear of the trailer or semitrailer;



“(ii)
 an impact in which 50 percent of the width of the passenger motor vehicle overlaps the rear of the trailer or semitrailer; and



“(iii)
 an impact in which 30 percent of the width of the passenger motor vehicle overlaps the rear of the trailer or semitrailer, if the Secretary determines that a revision of sections 571.223 and 571.224 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (relating to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard Numbers 223 and 224, respectively) to address such an impact would meet the requirements and considerations described in subsections (a) and (b) of section 30111 of title 49, United States Code.





“(B) Effective date.—
The regulations promulgated under subparagraph (A) shall require full compliance with each Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard revised pursuant to those regulations not later than 2 years after the date on which those regulations are promulgated.





“(2) Additional research.—The Secretary shall conduct additional research on the design and development of rear impact guards that can—
“(A)
 prevent underride crashes in cases in which the passenger motor vehicle is traveling at speeds of up to 65 miles per hour; and



“(B)
 protect passengers in passenger motor vehicles against severe injury in crashes in which the passenger motor vehicle is traveling at speeds of up to 65 miles per hour.





“(3) Review of standards.—Not later than 5 years after the date on which the regulations under paragraph (1)(A) are promulgated, the Secretary shall—
“(A)
 review the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards revised pursuant to those regulations and any other requirements of those regulations relating to rear underride guards on trailers or semitrailers to evaluate the need for changes in response to advancements in technology; and



“(B)
 update those Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards and those regulations accordingly.





“(4) Inspections.—
“(A) In general.—
Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall promulgate such regulations as are necessary to revise the regulations relating to minimum periodic inspection standards under appendix G to subchapter B of chapter III of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, and the regulations relating to driver vehicle inspection reports under section 396.11 of that title to include requirements relating to rear impact guards and rear end protection that are consistent with the requirements described in section 393.86 of that title.



“(B) Considerations.—
In revising the regulations described in subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall consider it to be a defect or a deficiency if a rear impact guard is missing an, or has a corroded or compromised, element that affects the structural integrity and protective feature of the rear impact guard.







“(c) Side Underride Guards.—
“(1) In general.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Secretary shall—
“(A)
 complete additional research on side underride guards to better understand the overall effectiveness of side underride guards;



“(B)
 assess the feasibility, benefits, and costs of, and any impacts on intermodal equipment, freight mobility (including port operations), and freight capacity associated with, installing side underride guards on newly manufactured trailers and semitrailers with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or more;



“(C) consider the unique structural and operational aspects of—
“(i)
 intermodal chassis (as defined in section 340.2 of title 46, Code of Federal Regulations; and



“(ii)
 pole trailers (as defined in section 390.5 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations; and





“(D)
 if warranted, develop performance standards for side underride guards.





“(2) Independent research.—If the Secretary enters into a contract with a third party to perform the research required under paragraph (1)(A), the Secretary shall ensure that the third party does not have any financial or contractual ties to, or relationships with—
“(A)
 a motor carrier that transports passengers or property for compensation;



“(B)
 the motor carrier industry; or



“(C)
 an entity producing or supplying underride guards.





“(3) Publication of assessment.—Not later than 90 days after completion of the assessment required under paragraph (1)(B), the Secretary shall—
“(A)
 issue a notice in the Federal Register containing the findings of the assessment; and



“(B)
 provide an opportunity for public comment.





“(4) Report to congress.—Not later than 90 days after the conclusion of the public comment period under paragraph (3)(B), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report that includes—
“(A)
 the results of the assessment under paragraph (1)(B);



“(B)
 a summary of any comments received by the Secretary under paragraph (3)(B); and



“(C)
 a determination as to whether the Secretary intends to develop performance requirements for side underride guards, including any analysis that led to that determination.







“(d) Advisory Committee on Underride Protection.—
“(1) Establishment.—
The Secretary shall establish an Advisory Committee on Underride Protection to provide advice and recommendations to the Secretary on safety regulations to reduce underride crashes and fatalities relating to underride crashes.



“(2) Membership.—
“(A) In general.—The Committee shall be composed of not more than 20 members, appointed by the Secretary, who—
“(i)
 are not employees of the Department [of Transportation]; and



“(ii)
 are qualified to serve on the Committee because of their expertise, training, or experience.





“(B) Representation.—The Committee shall include 2 representatives of each of the following:
“(i)
 Truck and trailer manufacturers.



“(ii)
 Motor carriers, including independent owner-operators.



“(iii)
 Law enforcement.



“(iv)
 Motor vehicle engineers.



“(v)
 Motor vehicle crash investigators.



“(vi)
 Truck safety organizations.



“(vii)
 The insurance industry.



“(viii)
 Emergency medical service providers.



“(ix)
 Families of underride crash victims.



“(x)
 Labor organizations.







“(3) Compensation.—
Members of the Committee shall serve without compensation.



“(4) Meetings.—
The Committee shall meet not less frequently than annually.



“(5) Support.—
On request of the Committee, the Secretary shall provide information, administrative services, and supplies necessary for the Committee to carry out the duties of the Committee.



“(6) Report.—The Committee shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a biennial report that—
“(A)
 describes the advice and recommendations made to the Secretary; and



“(B)
 includes an assessment of progress made by the Secretary in advancing safety regulations relating to underride crashes.







“(e) Data Collection.—
Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Secretary shall implement the recommendations described in the report of the Government Accountability Office entitled ‘Truck Underride Guards: Improved Data Collection, Inspections, and Research Needed’, published on March 14, 2019, and numbered GAO–19–264.”







Limousine Research
Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title III, § 23015, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 773, provided that:

“(a) Definitions.—In this section:
“(1) Limousine.—The term ‘limousine’ means a motor vehicle—
“(A)
 that has a seating capacity of 9 or more persons (including the driver);



“(B)
 with a gross vehicle weight rating greater than 10,000 pounds but not greater than 26,000 pounds;



“(C) that the Secretary has determined by regulation has physical characteristics resembling—
“(i)
 a passenger car;



“(ii)
 a multipurpose passenger vehicle; or



“(iii)
 a truck with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less; and





“(D)
 that is not a taxi, nonemergency medical, or paratransit motor vehicle.





“(2) Limousine operator.—
The term ‘limousine operator’ means a person who owns or leases, and uses, a limousine to transport passengers for compensation.



“(3) Motor vehicle safety standard.—
The term ‘motor vehicle safety standard’ has the meaning given the term in section 30102(a) of title 49, United States Code.



“(4) State.—
The term ‘State’ has the meaning given such term in section 30102(a) of title 49, United States Code.





“(b) Crashworthiness.—
“(1) Research.—
Not later than 4 years after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Secretary shall complete research into the development of motor vehicle safety standards for side impact protection, roof crush resistance, and air bag systems for the protection of occupants in limousines with alternative seating positions, including perimeter seating arrangements.



“(2) Rulemaking or report.—
“(A) Crashworthiness standards.—
“(i) In general.—Subject to clause (ii), not later than 2 years after the date on which the research under paragraph (1) is completed, the Secretary shall prescribe, for the protection of occupants in limousines with alternative seating positions, a final motor vehicle safety standard for each of the following:
     “(I)
 Side impact protection.



     “(II)
 Roof crush resistance.



     “(III)
 Air bag systems.





“(ii) Requirements and considerations.—
The Secretary may only prescribe a motor vehicle safety standard described in clause (i) if the Secretary determines that the standard meets the requirements and considerations described in subsections (a) and (b) of section 30111 of title 49, United States Code.





“(B) Report.—
If the Secretary determines that a motor vehicle safety standard described in subparagraph (A)(i) would not meet the requirements and considerations described in subsections (a) and (b) of section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register and submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives a report describing the reasons for not prescribing the standard.







“(c) Evacuation.—
“(1) Research.—
Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Secretary shall complete research into safety features and standards that aid evacuation in the event that an exit in the passenger compartment of a limousine is blocked.



“(2) Rulemaking or report.—
“(A) Limousine evacuation.—
“(i) In general.—
Subject to clause (ii), not later than 2 years after the date on which the research under paragraph (1) is completed, the Secretary shall prescribe a final motor vehicle safety standard based on the results of that research.



“(ii) Requirements and considerations.—
The Secretary may only prescribe a motor vehicle safety standard described in clause (i) if the Secretary determines that the standard meets the requirements and considerations described in subsections (a) and (b) of section 30111 of title 49, United States Code.





“(B) Report.—
If the Secretary determines that a standard described in subparagraph (A)(i) would not meet the requirements and considerations described in subsections (a) and (b) of section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register and submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives a report describing the reasons for not prescribing the standard.







“(d) Limousine Inspection Disclosure.—
“(1) In general.—A limousine operator may not introduce a limousine into interstate commerce unless the limousine operator has prominently disclosed in a clear and conspicuous notice, including on the website of the operator if the operator has a website, the following:
“(A)
 The date of the most recent inspection of the limousine required under State or Federal law, if applicable.



“(B)
 The results of the inspection, if applicable.



“(C)
 Any corrective action taken by the limousine operator to ensure the limousine passed inspection, if applicable.





“(2) Federal trade commission enforcement.—
“(A) In general.—
The Federal Trade Commission shall enforce this subsection in the same manner, by the same means, and with the same jurisdiction, powers, and duties as though all applicable terms and provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were incorporated into and made a part of this subsection.



“(B) Treatment.—
Any person who violates this subsection shall be subject to the penalties and entitled to the privileges and immunities provided in the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.).





“(3) Savings provision.—
Nothing in this subsection limits the authority of the Federal Trade Commission under any other provision of law.



“(4) Effective date.—
This subsection shall take effect on the date that is 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021].”









Motor Vehicle Seat Back Safety Standards
Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title IV, § 24204, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 820, provided that:

“(a) In General.—
Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], subject to subsection (b), the Secretary [of Transportation] shall issue an advanced notice of proposed rulemaking to update section 571.207 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations.



“(b) Compliance Date.—
If the Secretary determines that a final rule is appropriate consistent with the considerations described in section 30111(b) of title 49, United States Code, in issuing a final rule pursuant to subsection (a), the Secretary shall establish a date for required compliance with the final rule of not later than 2 motor vehicle model years after the model year during which the effective date of the final rule occurs.”







Automatic Shutoff
Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title IV, § 24205(a), (b), Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 820, 821, provided that:

“(a) Definitions.—In this section [enacting this note and provisions not set out in the Code]:
“(1) Key.—
The term ‘key’ has the meaning given the term in section 571.114 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor regulation).



“(2) Manufacturer.—
The term ‘manufacturer’ has the meaning given the term in section 30102(a) of title 49, United States Code.



“(3) Motor vehicle.—
“(A) In general.—
The term ‘motor vehicle’ has the meaning given the term in section 30102(a) of title 49, United States Code.



“(B) Exclusions.—The term ‘motor vehicle’ does not include—
“(i)
 a motorcycle or trailer (as those terms are defined in section 571.3 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor regulation));



“(ii)
 any motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds;



“(iii)
 a battery electric vehicle; or



“(iv)
 a motor vehicle that requires extended periods with the engine in idle to operate in service mode or to operate equipment, such as an emergency vehicle (including a police vehicle, an ambulance, or a tow vehicle) and a commercial-use vehicle (including a refrigeration vehicle).









“(b) Automatic Shutoff Systems for Motor Vehicles.—
“(1) Final rule.—
“(A) In general.—
Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Secretary [of Transportation] shall issue a final rule amending section 571.114 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, to require manufacturers to install in each motor vehicle that is equipped with a keyless ignition device and an internal combustion engine a device or system to automatically shutoff the motor vehicle after the motor vehicle has idled for the period described in subparagraph (B).



“(B) Description of period.—
“(i) In general.—
The period referred to in subparagraph (A) is the period designated by the Secretary as necessary to prevent, to the maximum extent practicable, carbon monoxide poisoning.



“(ii) Different periods.—The Secretary may designate different periods under clause (i) for different types of motor vehicles, depending on the rate at which the motor vehicle emits carbon monoxide, if—
     “(I)
 the Secretary determines a different period is necessary for a type of motor vehicle for purposes of section 30111 of title 49, United States Code; and



     “(II)
 requiring a different period for a type of motor vehicle is consistent with the prevention of carbon monoxide poisoning.









“(2) Deadline.—
Unless the Secretary finds good cause to phase-in or delay implementation, the rule issued pursuant to paragraph (1) shall take effect on September 1 of the first calendar year beginning after the date on which the Secretary issues the rule.”









Reduction of Driver Distraction
Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title IV, § 24209, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 823, provided that:

“(a) In General.—Not later than 3 years after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Secretary [of Transportation] shall conduct research regarding the installation and use on motor vehicles of driver monitoring systems to minimize or eliminate—
“(1)
 driver distraction;



“(2)
 driver disengagement;



“(3)
 automation complacency by drivers; and



“(4)
 foreseeable misuse of advanced driver-assist systems.





“(b) Report.—
Not later than 180 days after the date of completion of the research under subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives a detailed report describing the findings of the research.



“(c) Rulemaking.—
“(1) In general.—If, based on the research completed under subsection (a), the Secretary determines that—
“(A)
 1 or more rulemakings are necessary to ensure safety, in accordance with the [sic] section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, the Secretary shall initiate the rulemakings by not later than 2 years after the date of submission of the report under subsection (b); and



“(B)
 an additional rulemaking is not necessary, or an additional rulemaking cannot meet the applicable requirements and considerations described in subsections (a) and (b) of section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives a report describing the reasons for not prescribing additional Federal motor vehicle safety standards regarding the research conducted under subsection (a).





“(2) Privacy.—
A rule issued pursuant to paragraph (1) shall incorporate appropriate privacy and data security safeguards, as determined by the Secretary.”









Headlamps
Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title IV, § 24212, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 825, provided that:

“(a) Definitions.—In this section:
“(1) Adaptive driving beam headlamp.—
The term ‘adaptive driving beam headlamp’ means a headlamp (as defined in Standard 108) that meets the performance requirements specified in SAE International Standard J3069, published on June 30, 2016.



“(2) Standard 108.—
The term ‘Standard 108’ means Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard Number 108, contained in section 571.108 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021]).





“(b) Rulemaking.—Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary [of Transportation] shall issue a final rule amending Standard 108—
“(1) to include performance-based standards for vehicle headlamp systems—
“(A)
 to ensure that headlights are correctly aimed on the road; and



“(B)
 requiring those systems to be tested on-vehicle to account for headlight height and lighting performance; and





“(2)
 to allow for the use on vehicles of adaptive driving beam headlamp systems.





“(c) Periodic Review.—Nothing in this section precludes the Secretary from—
“(1)
 reviewing Standard 108, as amended pursuant to subsection (b); and



“(2) revising Standard 108 to reflect an updated version of SAE International Standard J3069, as the Secretary determines to be—
“(A)
 appropriate; and



“(B)
 in accordance with section 30111 of title 49, United States Code.”











Advanced Impaired Driving Technology
Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title IV, § 24220, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 831, as amended by Pub. L. 117–328, div. L, title I, § 143, Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 5121, provided that:

“(a) Findings.—Congress finds that—
“(1)
 alcohol-impaired driving fatalities represent approximately ⅓ of all highway fatalities in the United States each year;



“(2)
 in 2019, there were 10,142 alcohol-impaired driving fatalities in the United States involving drivers with a blood alcohol concentration level of .08 or higher, and 68 percent of the crashes that resulted in those fatalities involved a driver with a blood alcohol concentration level of .15 or higher;



“(3)
 the estimated economic cost for alcohol-impaired driving in 2010 was $44,000,000,000;



“(4)
 according to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, advanced drunk and impaired driving prevention technology can prevent more than 9,400 alcohol-impaired driving fatalities annually; and



“(5)
 to ensure the prevention of alcohol-impaired driving fatalities, advanced drunk and impaired driving prevention technology must be standard equipment in all new passenger motor vehicles.





“(b) Definitions.—In this section:
“(1) Advanced drunk and impaired driving prevention technology.—The term ‘advanced drunk and impaired driving prevention technology’ means a system that—
“(A) can—
“(i)
 passively monitor the performance of a driver of a motor vehicle to accurately identify whether that driver may be impaired; and



“(ii)
 prevent or limit motor vehicle operation if an impairment is detected;





“(B) can—
“(i)
 passively and accurately detect whether the blood alcohol concentration of a driver of a motor vehicle is equal to or greater than the blood alcohol concentration described in section 163(a) of title 23, United States Code; and



“(ii)
 prevent or limit motor vehicle operation if a blood alcohol concentration above the legal limit is detected; or





“(C)
 is a combination of systems described in subparagraphs (A) and (B).





“(2) New.—The term ‘new’, with respect to a passenger motor vehicle, means that the passenger motor vehicle—
“(A)
 is a new vehicle (as defined in section 37.3 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor regulation)); and



“(B)
 has not been purchased for purposes other than resale.





“(3) Passenger motor vehicle.—
The term ‘passenger motor vehicle’ has the meaning given the term in section 32101 of title 49, United States Code.



“(4) Secretary.—
The term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary of Transportation, acting through the Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.





“(c) Advanced Drunk and Impaired Driving Prevention Technology Safety Standard.—
Subject to subsection (e) and not later than 3 years after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Secretary shall issue a final rule prescribing a Federal motor vehicle safety standard under section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, that requires passenger motor vehicles manufactured after the effective date of that standard to be equipped with advanced drunk and impaired driving prevention technology.



“(d) Requirement.—
To allow sufficient time for manufacturer compliance, the compliance date of the rule issued under subsection (c) shall be not earlier than 2 years and not more than 3 years after the date on which that rule is issued.



“(e) Timing.—If the Secretary determines that the Federal motor vehicle safety standard required under subsection (c) cannot meet the requirements and considerations described in subsections (a) and (b) of section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, by the applicable date, the Secretary—
“(1)
 may extend the time period to such date as the Secretary determines to be necessary, but not later than the date that is 3 years after the date described in subsection (c);



“(2) shall, not later than the date described in subsection (c) and not less frequently than annually thereafter until the date on which the rule under that subsection is issued, submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives a report describing, as of the date of submission of the report—
“(A)
 the reasons for not prescribing a Federal motor vehicle safety standard under section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, that requires advanced drunk and impaired driving prevention technology in all new passenger motor vehicles;



“(B)
 the deployment of advanced drunk and impaired driving prevention technology in vehicles;



“(C)
 any information relating to the ability of vehicle manufacturers to include advanced drunk and impaired driving prevention technology in new passenger motor vehicles; and



“(D)
 an anticipated timeline for prescribing the Federal motor vehicle safety standard described in subsection (c); and





“(3) if the Federal motor vehicle safety standard required by subsection (c) has not been finalized by the date that is 10 years after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representative a report describing—
“(A)
 the reasons why the Federal motor vehicle safety standard has not been finalized;



“(B)
 the barriers to finalizing the Federal motor vehicle safety standard; and



“(C)
 recommendations to Congress to facilitate the Federal motor vehicle safety standard.







“(f) Short Title.—
This section may be cited as the ‘Honoring the Abbas Family Legacy to Terminate Drunk Driving Act’.”







Rulemaking on Visibility of Agricultural Equipment
Pub. L. 112–141, div. C, title I, § 31601, July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 775, provided that:

“(a) Definitions.—In this section:
“(1) Agricultural equipment.—
The term ‘agricultural equipment’ has the meaning given the term ‘agricultural field equipment’ in ASABE Standard 390.4, entitled ‘Definitions and Classifications of Agricultural Field Equipment’, which was published in January 2005 by the American Society of Agriculture and Biological Engineers, or any successor standard.



“(2) Public road.—
The term ‘public road’ has the meaning given the term in section 101(a)(27) of title 23, United States Code.





“(b) Rulemaking.—
“(1) In general.—
Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act [see section 3(a), (b) of Pub. L. 112–141, set out as Effective and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment notes under section 101 of Title 23, Highways], the Secretary of Transportation, after consultation with representatives of the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers and appropriate Federal agencies, and with other appropriate persons, shall promulgate a rule to improve the daytime and nighttime visibility of agricultural equipment that may be operated on a public road.



“(2) Minimum standards.—The rule promulgated pursuant to this subsection shall—
“(A)
 establish minimum lighting and marking standards for applicable agricultural equipment manufactured at least 1 year after the date on which such rule is promulgated; and



“(B)
 provide for the methods, materials, specifications, and equipment to be employed to comply with such standards, which shall be equivalent to ASABE Standard 279.14, entitled ‘Lighting and Marking of Agricultural Equipment on Highways’, which was published in July 2008 by the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers, or any successor standard.







“(c) Review.—Not less frequently than once every 5 years, the Secretary of Transportation shall—
“(1)
 review the standards established pursuant to subsection (b); and



“(2)
 revise such standards to reflect the revision of ASABE Standard 279 that is in effect at the time of such review.





“(d) Limitations.—
“(1) Compliance with successor standards.—
Any rule promulgated pursuant to this section may not prohibit the operation on public roads of agricultural equipment that is equipped in accordance with any adopted revision of ASABE Standard 279 that is later than the revision of such standard that was referenced during the promulgation of the rule.



“(2) No retrofitting required.—
Any rule promulgated pursuant to this section may not require the retrofitting of agricultural equipment that was manufactured before the date on which the lighting and marking standards are enforceable under subsection (b)(2)(A).



“(3) No effect on additional materials and equipment.—
Any rule promulgated pursuant to this section may not prohibit the operation on public roads of agricultural equipment that is equipped with materials or equipment that are in addition to the minimum materials and equipment specified in the standard upon which such rule is based.”









Unattended Passenger Reminders
Pub. L. 112–141, div. C, title I, § 31504, July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 775, as amended by Pub. L. 114–94, div. B, title XXIV, § 24114, Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1710, provided that:

“(a) Safety Research Initiative.—
The Secretary [of Transportation] shall initiate research into effective ways to minimize the risk of hyperthermia or hypothermia to children or other unattended passengers in rear seating positions.



“(b) Research Areas.—In carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary may conduct research into the potential viability of—
“(1)
 vehicle technology to provide an alert that a child or unattended passenger remains in a rear seating position after the vehicle motor is disengaged; or



“(2)
 public awareness campaigns to educate drivers on the risks of leaving a child or unattended passenger in a vehicle after the vehicle motor is disengaged; or



“(3)
 other ways to mitigate risk.





“(c) Coordination With Other Agencies.—
The Secretary may collaborate with other Federal agencies in conducting the research under this section.”







Pedestrian Safety Enhancement
Pub. L. 111–373, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 4086, provided that:

“SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

“This Act may be cited as the ‘Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2010’.





“SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.“As used in this Act—
“(1)
 the term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary of Transportation;



“(2)
 the term ‘alert sound’ (herein referred to as the ‘sound’) means a vehicle-emitted sound to enable pedestrians to discern vehicle presence, direction, location, and operation;



“(3)
 the term ‘cross-over speed’ means the speed at which tire noise, wind resistance, or other factors eliminate the need for a separate alert sound as determined by the Secretary;



“(4)
 the term ‘motor vehicle’ has the meaning given such term in section 30102(a)(6) [now 30102(a)(7)] of title 49, United States Code, except that such term shall not include a trailer (as such term is defined in section 571.3 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations);



“(5)
 the term ‘conventional motor vehicle’ means a motor vehicle powered by a gasoline, diesel, or alternative fueled internal combustion engine as its sole means of propulsion;



“(6)
 the term ‘manufacturer’ has the meaning given such term in section 30102(a)(5) [now 30102(a)(6)] of title 49, United States Code;



“(7)
 the term ‘dealer’ has the meaning given such term in section 30102(a)(1) [now 30102(a)(2)] of title 49, United States Code;



“(8)
 the term ‘defect’ has the meaning given such term in section 30102(a)(2) [now 30102(a)(3)] of title 49, United States Code;



“(9)
 the term ‘hybrid vehicle’ means a motor vehicle which has more than one means of propulsion; and



“(10)
 the term ‘electric vehicle’ means a motor vehicle with an electric motor as its sole means of propulsion.





“SEC. 3. MINIMUM SOUND REQUIREMENT FOR MOTOR VEHICLES.
“(a) Rulemaking Required.—Not later than 18 months after the date of enactment of this Act [Jan. 4, 2011] the Secretary shall initiate rulemaking, under section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, to promulgate a motor vehicle safety standard—
“(1)
 establishing performance requirements for an alert sound that allows blind and other pedestrians to reasonably detect a nearby electric or hybrid vehicle operating below the cross-over speed, if any; and



“(2)
 requiring new electric or hybrid vehicles to provide an alert sound conforming to the requirements of the motor vehicle safety standard established under this subsection.“The motor vehicle safety standard established under this subsection shall not require either driver or pedestrian activation of the alert sound and shall allow the pedestrian to reasonably detect a nearby electric or hybrid vehicle in critical operating scenarios including, but not limited to, constant speed, accelerating, or decelerating. The Secretary shall allow manufacturers to provide each vehicle with one or more sounds that comply with the motor vehicle safety standard at the time of manufacture. Further, the Secretary shall require manufacturers to provide, within reasonable manufacturing tolerances, the same sound or set of sounds for all vehicles of the same make and model and shall prohibit manufacturers from providing any mechanism for anyone other than the manufacturer or the dealer to disable, alter, replace, or modify the sound or set of sounds, except that the manufacturer or dealer may alter, replace, or modify the sound or set of sounds in order to remedy a defect or non-compliance with the motor vehicle safety standard. The Secretary shall promulgate the required motor vehicle safety standard pursuant to this subsection not later than 36 months after the date of enactment of this Act.







“(b) Consideration.—When conducting the required rulemaking, the Secretary shall—
“(1)
 determine the minimum level of sound emitted from a motor vehicle that is necessary to provide blind and other pedestrians with the information needed to reasonably detect a nearby electric or hybrid vehicle operating at or below the cross-over speed, if any;



“(2)
 determine the performance requirements for an alert sound that is recognizable to a pedestrian as a motor vehicle in operation; and



“(3)
 consider the overall community noise impact.





“(c) Phase-in Required.—
The motor vehicle safety standard prescribed pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall establish a phase-in period for compliance, as determined by the Secretary, and shall require full compliance with the required motor vehicle safety standard for motor vehicles manufactured on or after September 1st of the calendar year that begins 3 years after the date on which the final rule is issued.



“(d) Required Consultation.—When conducting the required study and rulemaking, the Secretary shall—
“(1)
 consult with the Environmental Protection Agency to assure that the motor vehicle safety standard is consistent with existing noise requirements overseen by the Agency;



“(2)
 consult consumer groups representing individuals who are blind;



“(3)
 consult with automobile manufacturers and professional organizations representing them;



“(4)
 consult technical standardization organizations responsible for measurement methods such as the Society of Automotive Engineers, the International Organization for Standardization, and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations.





“(e) Required Study and Report to Congress.—
Not later than 48 months after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall complete a study and report to Congress as to whether there exists a safety need to apply the motor vehicle safety standard required by subsection (a) to conventional motor vehicles. In the event that the Secretary determines there exists a safety need, the Secretary shall initiate rulemaking under section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, to extend the standard to conventional motor vehicles.





“SEC. 4. FUNDING.

“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, $2,000,000 of any amounts made available to the Secretary of Transportation under under [sic] section 406 of title 23, United States Code, shall be made available to the Administrator of the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration for carrying out section 3 of this Act.”









Child Safety Standards for Motor Vehicles
Pub. L. 110–189, Feb. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 639, provided that:

“SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

“This Act may be cited as the ‘Cameron Gulbransen Kids Transportation Safety Act of 2007’ or the ‘K.T. Safety Act of 2007’.





“SEC. 2. RULEMAKING REGARDING CHILD SAFETY.
“(a) Power Window Safety.—
“(1) Consideration of rule.—
Not later than 18 months after the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 28, 2008], the Secretary of Transportation (referred to in this Act as the ‘Secretary’) shall initiate a rulemaking to consider prescribing or amending Federal motor vehicle safety standards to require power windows and panels on motor vehicles to automatically reverse direction when such power windows and panels detect an obstruction to prevent children and others from being trapped, injured, or killed.



“(2) Deadline for decision.—If the Secretary determines such safety standards are reasonable, practicable, and appropriate, the Secretary shall prescribe, under section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, the safety standards described in paragraph (1) not later than 30 months after the date of enactment of this Act. If the Secretary determines that no additional safety standards are reasonable, practicable, and appropriate, the Secretary shall—
“(A)
 not later than 30 months after the date of enactment of this Act, transmit a report to the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate describing the reasons such standards were not prescribed; and



“(B)
 publish and otherwise make available to the public through the Internet and other means (such as the ‘Buying a Safer Car’ brochure) information regarding which vehicles are or are not equipped with power windows and panels that automatically reverse direction when an obstruction is detected.







“(b) Rearward Visibility.—
Not later than 12 months after the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 28, 2008], the Secretary shall initiate a rulemaking to revise Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 111 (FMVSS 111) to expand the required field of view to enable the driver of a motor vehicle to detect areas behind the motor vehicle to reduce death and injury resulting from backing incidents, particularly incidents involving small children and disabled persons. The Secretary may prescribe different requirements for different types of motor vehicles to expand the required field of view to enable the driver of a motor vehicle to detect areas behind the motor vehicle to reduce death and injury resulting from backing incidents, particularly incidents involving small children and disabled persons. Such standard may be met by the provision of additional mirrors, sensors, cameras, or other technology to expand the driver’s field of view. The Secretary shall prescribe final standards pursuant to this subsection not later than 36 months after the date of enactment of this Act.



“(c) Phase-In Period.—
“(1) Phase-in period required.—
The safety standards prescribed pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) shall establish a phase-in period for compliance, as determined by the Secretary, and require full compliance with the safety standards not later than 48 months after the date on which the final rule is issued.



“(2) Phase-in priorities.—In establishing the phase-in period of the rearward visibility safety standards required under subsection (b), the Secretary shall consider whether to require the phase-in according to different types of motor vehicles based on data demonstrating the frequency by which various types of motor vehicles have been involved in backing incidents resulting in injury or death. If the Secretary determines that any type of motor vehicle should be given priority, the Secretary shall issue regulations that specify—
“(A)
 which type or types of motor vehicles shall be phased-in first; and



“(B)
 the percentages by which such motor vehicles shall be phased-in.







“(d) Preventing Motor Vehicles From Rolling Away.—
“(1) Requirement.—
Each motor vehicle with an automatic transmission that includes a ‘park’ position manufactured for sale after September 1, 2010, shall be equipped with a system that requires the service brake to be depressed before the transmission can be shifted out of ‘park’. This system shall function in any starting system key position in which the transmission can be shifted out of ‘park’.



“(2) Treatment as motor vehicle safety standard.—
A violation of paragraph (1) shall be treated as a violation of a motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under section 30111 of title 49, United States Code, and shall be subject to enforcement by the Secretary under chapter 301 of such title.



“(3) Publication of noncompliant vehicles.—
“(A) Information submission.—
Not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 28, 2008], for the current model year and annually thereafter through 2010, each motor vehicle manufacturer shall transmit to the Secretary the make and model of motor vehicles with automatic transmissions that include a ‘park’ position that do not comply with the requirements of paragraph (1).



“(B) Publication.—
Not later than 30 days after receiving the information submitted under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall publish and otherwise make available to the public through the Internet and other means the make and model of the applicable motor vehicles that do not comply with the requirements of paragraph (1). Any motor vehicle not included in the publication under this subparagraph shall be presumed to comply with such requirements.







“(e) Definition of Motor Vehicle.—As used in this Act and for purposes of the motor vehicle safety standards described in subsections (a) and (b), the term ‘motor vehicle’ has the meaning given such term in section 30102(a)(6) [now 30102(a)(7)] of title 49, United States Code, except that such term shall not include—
“(1)
 a motorcycle or trailer (as such terms are defined in section 571.3 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations); or



“(2)
 any motor vehicle that is rated at more than 10,000 pounds gross vehicular weight.





“(f) Database on Injuries and Deaths in Nontraffic, Noncrash Events.—
“(1) In general.—
Not later than 12 months after the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 28, 2008], the Secretary shall establish and maintain a database of injuries and deaths in nontraffic, noncrash events involving motor vehicles.



“(2) Contents.—The database established pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include information regarding—
“(A)
 the number, types, and causes of injuries and deaths resulting from the events described in paragraph (1);



“(B)
 the make, model, and model year of motor vehicles involved in such events, when practicable; and



“(C)
 other variables that the Secretary determines will enhance the value of the database.





“(3) Availability.—
The Secretary shall make the information contained in the database established pursuant to paragraph (1) available to the public through the Internet and other means.







“SEC. 3. CHILD SAFETY INFORMATION PROGRAM.
“(a) In General.—Not later than 9 months after the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 28, 2008], the Secretary shall provide information about hazards to children in nontraffic, noncrash incident situations by—
“(1)
 supplementing an existing consumer information program relating to child safety; or



“(2)
 creating a new consumer information program relating to child safety.





“(b) Program Requirements.—In carrying out the program under subsection (a), the Secretary shall—
“(1)
 utilize information collected pursuant to section 2(f) regarding nontraffic, noncrash injuries, and other relevant data the Secretary considers appropriate, to establish priorities for the program;



“(2)
 address ways in which parents and caregivers can reduce risks to small children arising from back over incidents, hyperthermia in closed motor vehicles, accidental actuation of power windows, and any other risks the Secretary determines should be addressed; and



“(3)
 make information related to the program available to the public through the Internet and other means.







“SEC. 4. DEADLINES.“If the Secretary determines that the deadlines applicable under this Act cannot be met, the Secretary shall—
“(1)
 establish new deadlines; and



“(2)
 notify the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate of the new deadlines and describing the reasons the deadlines specified under this Act could not be met.”









Improving Criteria Used in a Recall
Pub. L. 106–414, § 15, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1808, provided that:

“(a) Review of Standards and Criteria Used in Opening a Defect or Noncompliance Investigation.—
The Secretary shall, not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], undertake a comprehensive review of all standards, criteria, procedures, and methods, including data management and analysis used by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in determining whether to open a defect or noncompliance investigation pursuant to subchapter II or IV of chapter 301 of title 49, United States Code, and shall undertake such steps as may be necessary to update and improve such standards, criteria, procedures, or methods, including data management and analysis.



“(b) Report to Congress.—
Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], the Secretary shall transmit to the Committee on Commerce [now Committee on Energy and Commerce] of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate a report describing the Secretary’s findings and actions under subsection (a).”
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